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South Cove
• Found within Battery Park 

• Constructed in 1988  

• Successfully replicates the mood of the surrounding 
area, yet still allows for a unique experience  

• Borders the Hudson River 

• Collaborative creation between Stanton Eckstut, artist 
Mary Miss and landscape architect Susan Child

"EE&K a Perkins Eastman Company."



South Cove 
• Miss’ second project at Battery Park, yet this one 

was permanent 

• Miss wanted to do the untraditional  

• Lush atmosphere  

• Pealed away the covering of the platform to 
expose the beams 

"CultureNOW - :."



Mary Miss
• Said that the project of South Cove “begun as kind of a shotgun 

marriage" 

• “Give people of the city a sense of their connection to the 
natural world” 

• Staton wanted the plan to be a termination of the South End 
Avenue  

• Miss was more concerned how to get people down to the water 

• Wanted to reveal the infrastructure that was supporting this fake 
land, by revealing the beams 

"CultureNOW - :."



Thesis
• To focus on the privacy that is found within the 

public space, South Cove 



Observations
• When at South Cove, the most prevalent thing that I 

noticed was that so many people are able to make 
this public space their own private destination  

• This is possible through the pillars that separate the 
architecture into sections  

• These sections face the water and are accompanied 
by benches

















Interviews Questions
1. What does South Cove as a public space provide 

for its visitors? 

2. Do you find that it is an escape from the city? 

3. What type of people do you notice at South 
Cove? 

4. Does South Cove provide a sense of intimacy or 
privacy within its public environment? 



Interview 
1. South Cove provides an area of landscape and foliage, it 

is geometric yet natural 

2. It is definitely an escape from the city, you feel isolated 
once you get there 

3. Mostly young people. It makes sense because it is such a 
removed part of the city, which attracts a younger crowd  

4. I think that South Cove does provide privacy in a public 
space. I notice this most through the plants which grow so 
high, it’s like being sheltered from the city 



Interview 
1. South Cove provides respite from the rest of New York. It is a place where you 

can go to be closer to nature, intentionally or unintentionally. It is such a soft 
place, it doesn’t have the rough edges of the city  

2.Wether you end up there on purpose or by accident, you will find a moment of 
escape 

3. There is such a diverse population in New York that you’ll find all sorts of 
people. You’ll see people who are formally dressed and seem unapproachable, 
or a very relaxed person. In this sense South Cove reminds me of Central Park, a 
place to relax with a mixture of people. Although I do find that South Cove is 
more special because it is so hidden. In places like these I find that you’ll always 
find someone looking for something, whatever that may be.  

4. Intimacy yes, but privacy I’m not sure. It is an intimate space because you can 
look upon yourself and your surroundings, but I remember it being very 
crowded. A space can be private regardless of all of the people taking up the 
space, it really depends on your attitude. South Cove could have been intended 
for privacy but sometimes the design isn’t successful because it becomes a 
popular place. Ultimately it is a personal thing, if you go there looking for a 
private experience, you will get one. 
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