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DEAR MEDIA STUDIES SUMMER INTENSIVE STUDENT,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to our Summer Intensive Studies 
course and to our School of Media Studies community.  Studying 
media and its social impact has a long history here at The New 
School, dating back to its founding in 1919.  The first college course 
to investigate the motion picture was offered at The New School in 
1926 and the School of Media Studies will be celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year – one of the very first programs of its kind.   
We are thrilled that we are now able to open up our programs to 
pre-college students interested in learning about filmmaking craft 
and engaging media for social change.   
 
While here, you’ll be sharing your experience with over 1,000 
students from diverse geographic, academic, and professional 
backgrounds who are also here to participate in Summer Intensive 
Studies and Summer Studies in Constructed Environments at 
Parsons. You all share the desire to explore creative practices in the 
vibrant environment of New York City and to develop the 
knowledge and skills that will help you reach your academic, 
socially engaged, artistic, and professional goals.
 
The Summer Student Handbook describes our policies, procedures, 
and resources. It includes travel instructions, schedules, and other 
information that will be helpful before, during and after your study 
at The New School. Please read the guide carefully and bring it with 
you this summer.
 
We look forward to seeing you this summer. We know you’ll have 
rewarding experiences. If you need advice or assistance, please 
contact Tracy Varites at varitest@newschool.edu.
 
Sincerely yours,

Melissa Friedling, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Filmmaking and
Director of Undergraduate Programs
School of Media Studies
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ABOUT THE SCHOOLS
OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
AT THE NEW SCHOOL
The School of Media Studies is part of the Schools of Public 
Engagement division of The New School, a unique university in 
New York’s Greenwich Village, famous for its progressive outlook 
and commitment to the arts. The New School, founded in 1919, 
pioneered the idea of lifelong university-level education. It is 
celebrated for its initiatives in the social sciences, humanities, 
media, design and public policy research.  
 
The university has more than 2,200 faculty members, 10,000 
degree students, and 13,000 continuing education students. School 
of Media Studies students have access to all the resources of the 
university, and administrative services such as registration, 
housing, health services, records, and accounts are provided by 
the university.
 
The Schools of Public Engagement embody the values that 
motivated the university's founders in 1919. Their mission was to 
create and nurture a learning community marked by 
interdisciplinary engagement with real-world issues and the 
integration of professional, civic, and liberal learning. The common 
thread that runs across our diverse academic programs is a 
commitment to learning that makes a difference in the world. In 
order to realize this commitment, we aspire to provide an 
educational experience that is integrative, boundary-crossing, and 
collaborative. We connect theory to real-world practice, training 
students to address civic life, to create new forms of culture, and to 
respond to contemporary challenges in their communities and 
throughout the world.
 
Public Engagement is composed of several schools and programs: 
the Bachelor's Program for Adults and Transfer Students; the 
Milano School of International Affairs, Management, and Urban 
Policy; the School of Media Studies; the Creative Writing Program; 
and the School of Languages. Each school embodies our mission in 
its own way, offering students unique opportunities to pursue their 
academic, professional, and civic aspirations concurrently.
 
In addition to the Schools of Public Engagement, the other divisions 
are: Parsons, Lang, Mannes, Jazz, Drama, The New School For 
Social Research, and Parsons Paris. The New School provides



institutional information on its website at www.newschool.edu, 
including Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
financial assistance information, fee information, refunds, 
withdrawal from school, academic policies, disability services, 
completion/graduation and transfer-out rates, and security 
policies and crime statistics.

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF 
MEDIA STUDIES
Media studies has been described as the liberal arts of the 21st 
century. The School of Media Studies is at once a hub, laboratory, 
and playing field for the interaction and communication of ideas 
across many disciplines and endeavors. It offers a bachelor’s degree 
program, two master’s degree programs, two graduate certificates, 
and two non-credit certificate programs. It is a center for some of 
the most exciting work being done today in media research, 
management studies, and production. The school embraces 
curricular innovation, learning through experience, pioneering uses 
of technology, collaborative methods, and global perspectives on 
the future of media practices in the service of a more just and 
humane world.
 
Guided by a faculty of practicing professionals, award winners, and 
industry leaders, we are a 21st-century school of media that 
nurtures the media trailblazers: the tastemakers, technologists, 
industry innovators, artists and scholars who shape our world and 
the way we perceive it. The School of Media Studies is at the 
forefront of media education and is committed to technological 
innovation, academic rigor, and excellence in every way. 
Experimentation, collaboration, and social responsibility are built 
into the Media Studies curriculum. Students who come to the 
School of Media Studies make a commitment to social 
responsibility. Media professionals recognize this commitment 
from School of Media Studies students and graduates, and their 
opportunities for personal and professional success and 
satisfaction in the media industries are growing every day.
 
The School of Media Studies is fully accredited by the Commission 
on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools.
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ACADEMIC POLICIES AND 
GUIDELINES FOR THE SUMMER 
INTENSIVE STUDIES PROGRAM
The School of Media Studies Summer Intensive Studies course is 
academically challenging and professionally rewarding. The 
rigorous curriculum enables students to develop strong analytical 
and technical skills while they experience the intensity of college- 
level study in art and design. Students attend class for 30 hours 
per week. All students should expect to spend up to 3 hours daily 
working out of class on assigned coursework. Required field trips 
and on-site visits may be scheduled. Critiques and workshop 
projects depend on thoughtful student input and discussion. All 
courses require regular attendance and active participation.

ATTENDANCE AND
LATENESS POLICY
Attendance at all class sessions is mandatory. Each class day 
consists of two sessions, a morning and afternoon. Students 
enrolled in the four-week program who miss more than three half 
sessions may fail the course. Independent work to be completed 
outside of class is assigned each day and is an important part of 
the program. Students who do not meet requirements may be 
asked to leave the program. Students will not be penalized for 
absences due to religious observance. However, a student still may 
not miss a significant portion of class time. A student must inform 
the instructor at the beginning of the term of anticipated absences 
for religious observance. It is the student’s responsibility, prior to 
enrolling in the program, to assess the number of religious 
observances that will arise and their impact on attendance.  
Accommodations may include make-up sessions in a different 
section of the class and/or independent projects.
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PROGRAM CALENDAR

July 6 – July 31
Monday – Friday
Morning session:  9:00 – 11:50 a.m.
Afternoon session:  1:00 – 3:50 p.m.

July 6
First class orientation:  9:00 – 11:50 a.m.
Students will learn about academic expectations and policies and daily life in NYC.

July 31
Last class followed by final exhibition:  2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

FACULTY

AMIR HUSAK
Amir Husak is a filmmaker and multimedia artist based in Brooklyn, NY. He moved 
around (a lot) before taking up residence in New York in 2006. The cross-cultural 
experiences triggered his interest in media making as means of overcoming 
communication barriers and other borders, real or imagined. Combining emergent 
and traditional media, essay and experimental techniques, Husak's work explores 
documentary as social practice. His films have been shown at such diverse places as 
South by Southwest (US), Sundance Film Festival (US), Sarajevo Film Festival (Bosnia & 
Herzegovina), Stadtmuseum Graz (Austria), P.O.V./PBS (US), Big Sky Documentary Film 
Festival (US), TV Cultura (Brazil), and Full Frame Film Festival (US). He is a Jack Kent 
Cooke fellow and recipient of both DAAD and Fulbright scholarships in 2012/2013, 
through which he conducted research on civil disobedience and anti-gentrification 
initiatives at Humboldt Universität in Berlin, Germany. He currently teaches at The 
New School in New York City.

JOEL SCHLEMOWITZ
Joel Schlemowitz is an experimental filmmaker based in Brooklyn who works in 
16mm film, shadowplay, and stereographic media. He has recently completed his 
first feature film "78rpm," an experimental documentary about the gramophone. His 
short works have been shown at the Ann Arbor Film Festival, New York Film Festival, 
and Tribeca Film Festival and have received awards from the Chicago Underground 
Film Festival and elsewhere. Shows of installation artworks include Anthology Film 
Archives, and Microscope Gallery. He teaches experimental filmmaking at The New 
School and is Resident Film Programmer and Arcane Media Specialist at the Morbid 
Anatomy Museum. www.joelschlemowitz.com

DARYL MEADOR
Daryl Meador (Teaching Assistant) is a Texas born bicycle enthusiast. She's spent 
time teaching photography in Nablus, Palestine, her favorite city in the world. She's 
interested in participatory learning and media making, through modes of expression 
ranging from zines to films, currently working with a group of amazing youth in 
Brooklyn. She is currently completing her MA in Media Studies at The New School, 
pursuing research involving participatory and embodied media making in the specific 
spatial context of the US-Mexico border, while working on her own films.
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GGRADING AND CREDITS
Faculty members are solely responsible for grading student work 
done under their instruction. Grades reflect the degree of 
accomplishment in some or all of the following elements: concept, 
technical facility, execution, preparation for class, individual 
progress, class participation, and attendance. Instructors will 
discuss their grading practices with students during the first 
class session.

A  Work of exceptional quality, which often goes beyond the stated 
goals of the course 

A–  Work of very high quality

B+  Work of high quality that indicates substantially higher than 
average abilities 

B  Very good work that satisfies course goals

B–  Good work

C+  Above average work

C  Average work that indicates an understanding of the course 
material; passable 

C–  Passing work but below good academic standing

D  Below average. Student doesn’t fully understand work. Probation 
level, passing for credit 

F  Failure, no credit

W  Withdrawal

Note: Satisfactory completion of a course is considered to be a 
grade of C or higher.

Students should retain the blue receipt provided by the Registrar 
confirming their withdrawal. No withdrawals are allowed after the 
seventh class session. There is no penalty for a grade of W.

WF Withdrawal Failing. Instructors may assign this grade to 
indicate that a student has unofficially withdrawn or stopped 
attending classes. It may also be issued when a student fails to 
submit a final project or take an examination without prior 
notification or approval from the instructor. The WF grade is 
equivalent to an F in calculating the grade point average (zero 
grade points) and no credit is awarded.



FILM, ART, CHANGE: MAKING MOVIES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 7
G

R
A

D
E

S
 +

 T
R

A
N

S
C

R
IP

T
S

 +
 C

R
E

D
IT

S

VIEWING YOUR GRADES

Grades are available at your my.newschool.edu account. To set up 
your my.newschool.edu account, go to account.newschool.edu. 

If you don’t know your Net ID, select “Look up your Net ID.”
If you don’t know your password or need to reset your password, 
select “Reset your Password.”

Once you have your Net ID user name and password, log into the 
university portal my.newschool.edu to access your student 
academic information. At the conclusion of the course students 
may view grades by logging into my.newschool.edu. Click on 
“Academics,” then “View Your Grades” under “Grades/Transcripts.”

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS

Transcripts issued by the Registrar’s Office carry the signature and 
seal of The New School. A transcript is confirmation of a student’s 
permanent record at the university. Students may request that 
their transcript(s) be mailed to other colleges and institutions by 
submitting an official request to the Registrar’s Office. This can be 
done online at my.newschool.edu or by completing the transcript 
request form which is available at the Registrar’s Office or 
downloadable from the Registrar’s Office website at 
www.newschool.edu/registrar/transcripts. Standard transcript 
services are free of charge.

CREDITS

Students who successfully complete the four-week course are 
eligible to receive six (6) college credits and an academic transcript 
from The New School.  New School credits are generally accepted 
at colleges and universities around the world. Each school has the 
discretion to decide how transfer credits may be applied within the 
student’s program of study.

my.newschool.edu
account.newschool.edu
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WITHDRAWALS AND REFUNDS
Student who request to withdrawal from the program must submit 
their request to withdrawal to Chrissy Roden, Director of Student 
Affairs at the Schools of Public Engagement, at 
rodenc@newschool.edu or call 212.229.5815 x2150.  

Refund processing takes approximately four weeks. Refunds are 
prorated based on the following schedules and are calculated from 
the date and time the withdrawal request is received.

2015 REFUND POLICY DATES

Before May 1: Full refund of tuition and housing fees minus $250

Before June 1: Refund of tuition minus 20 percent; refund of 

housing fees minus $250

June 1 or later: No tuition or housing refunds
 
*The $250 housing deposit is forfeited in all instances.

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT VISAS
The New School is authorized under federal law to enroll 
non-immigrant alien students. All international students who are 
enrolled in the School of Media Studies filmmaking intensive are 
eligible for F-1 visas that permit them to attend school in the 
United States.
 
After program registration, students who are neither United States 
citizens nor permanent United States residents (green card holders) 
must apply to The New School for a Form I-20. Apply at 
International Student and Scholar Services. (Click on Forms in the 
left side menu and then click on International Student, Professor, 
or Scholar Application). This document is a prerequisite to 
obtaining a United States Government issued F-1 student visa. 
Refer to this guide for additional guidance: The Practical 
Step-by-Step Guide.

http://www.newschool.edu/international-students-and-scholars/
http://www.newschool.edu/international-students-and-scholars/forms/
https://dormpro.newschool.edu/forms/iss_Application.html
https://dormpro.newschool.edu/forms/iss_Application.html


After receipt of Form I-20 from The New School, a student may 
apply at a United States consulate in his or her home country for 
the F-1 visa. The visa must be obtained prior to entry into the 
United States. Direct questions about the application process for 
the Form I-20 or the F-1 visa to the office of International Student 
and Scholar Services; email iss@newschool.edu, call 212.229.5592, 
or Skype: iss_thenewschool.

CODE OF CONDUCT
A New School Code of Conduct defines standards of behavior for 
students, faculty, and staff that will promote an environment 
conducive to education, where sensitivity, tolerance, and respect 
are sustained for the benefit of all members of the university 
community. The Code of Conduct articulates, among other things, 
university-wide policies on freedom of expression; equal 
opportunity; academic honesty; confidentiality; respect for facilities 
and property; campus security; student activities, organizations, 
and publications; and alcohol, illegal drugs, and smoking. The Code 
of Conduct also establishes the procedures used by the university 
to evaluate and respond to alleged infractions by students. The full 
text of the Code of Conduct is available on the Student Rights and 
Responsibilities page. The School of Media Studies affirms its 
commitment to the standards of behavior defined in the New 
School Code of Conduct, to the underlying educational purpose of 
those standards, and to the guidelines and procedures specified for 
the evaluation of alleged infractions by its students.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND 
HONESTY POLICY
Academic honesty, the responsibility of every member of an 
academic community to claim authorship of his or her own work 
and only for that work and to acknowledge the contributions of 
others accurately and completely, is fundamental to the integrity 
of intellectual debate and creative and academic pursuits. All 
members of the university community are expected to conduct 
themselves in accord with the standards of academic honesty. 
Students are responsible for knowing and making use of proper 
procedures for writing papers, presenting and performing their 
work, taking examinations, and doing research. Instructors are 

FILM, ART, CHANGE: MAKING MOVIES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 9
C

O
D

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

D
U

C
T

 +
 A

C
A

D
E

M
IC

 IN
T

E
G

R
IT

Y

www.newschool.edu/student-rights-and-responsibilities
www.newschool.edu/student-rights-and-responsibilities


equally responsible for informing students of their policies with 
respect to the limits within which students may collaborate with or 
seek help from others on specific assignments. Instructors are 
expected to educate students about the legal and ethical 
restrictions placed upon creative work and about the consequences 
of dishonesty in the professional world. At The New School, all 
students are required to sign an Academic Integrity Statement 
declaring that they understand and agree to comply with 
this policy.

(From the University Policies Governing Student Conduct) 
“Academic honesty includes accurate use of quotations, as well as 
appropriate and explicit citation of sources in instances of 
paraphrasing and describing ideas, or reporting on research 
findings or any aspect of the work of others (including that of 
instructors and other students). The standards of academic 
honesty and citation of sources apply to all forms of academic work 
(examinations, essay theses, dissertations, computer work, art and 
design work, oral presentations, and other projects). The standards 
also include responsibility for meeting the requirements of 
particular courses of study.
 
The New School recognizes that the different nature of work across 
the divisions of the university may entail different procedures for 
citing sources and referring to the work of others. Particular 
academic procedures, however, are based in universal principles 
valid in all divisions of The New School and institutions of higher 
education in general.”
 
Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating on 
examinations, either by copying another student’s work or by 
utilizing unauthorized materials any act of plagiarism, that is, the 
fraudulent presentation of the written, oral, or visual work of others 
as original theft of another student’s work purchase of another 
student’s work submitting the same work for more than one course 
destruction or defacement of the work of others aiding or abetting 
any act of dishonesty any attempt to gain academic advantage by 
presenting misleading information, making deceptive statements, 
or falsifying documents.
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GUIDELINES FOR STUDIO ASSIGNMENTS

Work from other visual sources may be imitated or incorporated 
into studio work if the fact of imitation or incorporation and the 
identity of the original sources are properly acknowledged. There 
must be no intent to deceive; the work must make clear that it 
emulates or comments on specific sources. Referring to a style or 
concept in otherwise original work does not constitute plagiarism. 
The originality of studio work that presents itself as “in the manner 
of” or as playing with “variations on” a particular source should be 
evaluated by the individual faculty member in the context 
of a critique.
 
Incorporating ready-made materials into studio work as in a 
collage, synthesized photograph, or paste-up is not plagiarism in 
the educational context. In the commercial world, however, such 
appropriation is prohibited by copyright laws and may result in 
legal consequences.
 
Any violation of the Academic Integrity and Honesty Policy is a 
matter for disciplinary action. Penalties may include failing the 
course and/or dismissal from school.

RESIDUAL AUTHORITY
OF THE DEAN
Nothing in this student handbook will be deemed to contravene or 
limit the authority of the dean to promulgate and enforce 
additional or modified rules and regulations governing student 
conduct in the School of Media Studies.

EMERGENCIES
To check on the status of the school in case of emergencies 
(weather related or other), please call 212.229.7008 or go to 
my.newschool.edu. Campus Security is available 24 hours a day at 
212.229.7001. The School of Media Studies strongly encourages 
students to review personal and family emergency procedures 
before arrival. Parents/ guardians of minor students should 
discuss details of how they wish their child to respond in case 
of an emergency. 
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REQUISITE FORMS
The program requires all students to complete a requisite form 
before classes begin. Students who have not submitted forms 
online by the start of the program will not be permitted to 
participate. We urge students to complete the forms as soon as 
they receive this guidebook. Forms may be updated later, if 
necessary. All students enrolled in the Summer Intensive Studies 
course should fill out the Requisite Forms.

NEW YORK IN THE SUMMER
With rich cultural resources and international sophistication, New 
York City is a vibrant environment that has inspired and challenged 
filmmakers throughout its history. The entire city is a living 
example of the evolving effect that the media arts have upon 
modern society. To walk the streets of Manhattan is to breathe 
creativity, to experience the vitality of diverse expression.
 
To our faculty members, the city is an extension of the classroom 
which they incorporate into the fabric of the curriculum. And, 
students learn to be intrepid explorers of this complex and 
rewarding city. As the next generation of media makers, they are 
profoundly affected by the city, seek inspiration from it, and 
ultimately, contribute to the dialogue that New York City engages 
in with its citizens every day.

STUDENT LIFE AND NYC
The New School main campus is located in Greenwich Village, an 
historic residential neighborhood with a unique style and 
atmosphere. The Village is home to theaters and galleries, shops 
and restaurants.  Thousands of students, artists, musicians, and 
writers live here. It has spawned countless cultural movements and 
inspired some of America’s most influential thinkers for more 
than 100 years.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jxAc6k0j4R6T5cxHnGb879j8VQ9BaKdxMT6M7qLuHoI/viewform?usp=send_form
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Sidewalks in the Village are thronged with tourists, students, and 
residents. Students and faculty can meet and socialize in the many 
restaurants and cafés near The New School, while cinemas, 
theaters, and musical venues provide students with welcome 
breaks from their studies. Nearby Union Square Park is a great 
place for relaxing, people watching, and picking up fresh produce 
from vendors at the farmers’ market. The Hudson River Park offers 
bicycling, jogging, and other recreational facilities.
 
Residence halls are within walking distance of everything the 
Village has to offer and to New York City public transportation. The 
film production classroom and School of Media Studies Film Office 
is located at 66 Fifth Avenue near 13th Street.  The School of Media 
Offices are on the 16th Floor of 79 Fifth Avenue.

RESIDENCE HALLS
The New School offers a safe and convenient home base in 
Manhattan for students enrolled in the Summer Intensive Studies 
program. Only shared rooms are available. Students who are under 
the age of 19 must follow curfew rules including nightly check-in 
at 11:00 p.m.
 
The link to the housing application can be found here: Housing 
Application. For more information, including security and curfew in 
our residence halls, visit Summer Housing. Summer Intensive 
Studies students will most likely be staying in Loeb Hall.

Students living in university housing can enroll in the Dining 
Dollars program for $500. Dining Dollars are loaded onto student’s 
New School ID cards. Dining Dollars are similar to regular dollars 
but are used only in New School cafeterias. Additionally, funds can 
be added onto the Newcard Cash program which may be 
redeemed at off-campus locations. Please note that The New 
School dining services will be closed as of July 24 and students will 
need to eat meals at nearby locations during the last week of the 
program. Students can use their Newcard Cash at those available 
locations during the final week of the program, but please be aware 
that funds will need to be added to this program in addition to 
the Dining Dollars.

https://docs.google.com/a/newschool.edu/forms/d/1cTV66xQ9g7IPWp21P0W39_8ap7s7EUPupDuhSwzndeQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/newschool.edu/forms/d/1cTV66xQ9g7IPWp21P0W39_8ap7s7EUPupDuhSwzndeQ/viewform
http://www.newschool.edu/student-housing/summer/parsons/
http://www.newschool.edu/student-housing/residences/
http://www.newschool.edu/card/dining-dollars/
http://www.newschool.edu/card/dining-dollars/
http://www.newschool.edu/card/newcard-cash/
http://www.newschool.edu/card/off-campus-merchant-program/
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Residence hall check-in takes place on Sunday, July 5 from 11:00 
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Students who arrive before the check-in time must 
make private arrangements for accommodations. 

Students arriving late must notify the Housing Office at 
summerhousing@newschool.edu or 212.229.5459 x3610 for 
check-in instructions.

Note: Housing information for residence hall check-in will be sent 
separately from the Student Housing Office.

NYC TRANSPORTATION

TRAVELING FROM AIRPORTS TO RESIDENCE HALLS

Students are responsible for arriving at the residence halls during 
check-in. LaGuardia (LGA), Kennedy (JFK), and Newark Liberty 
(EWR) airports are the closest to the city. There are taxi stands with 
authorized dispatchers and bus stops outside all airport terminals. 
Follow the signs marked “Ground Transportation.” Information 
about the airports and related services is available at the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey website, www.panynj.gov.
 
TAXIS

Cabs are the fastest and most convenient way to travel to the 
residence halls. They are, however, the most expensive option, 
costing $55 plus tip and tolls from Kennedy; $55 plus tip from 
Newark; and $40 plus tip from LaGuardia. Students going to Loeb 
Hall should instruct the cab driver to take them to Third Avenue 
and 12th Street.

AIRPORT SHUTTLES

A less expensive travel option, costing between $10 and $15, is to 
catch one of the many shuttle buses to Grand Central Station or 
Port Authority Bus Terminal. Then take a cab to the residence hall. 
One company that provides shuttle bus and limousine service is 
New York Airport Service, phone 718.875.8200. Information about 
this and similar companies is listed on www.panynj.gov.
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Public bus and subway service, available at LaGuardia, Kennedy, 
and Newark airports, provide the least expensive transportation, 
costing as little as $2.25 one way. Students arriving at Kennedy can 
catch the Air Train from the terminal for $5 and transfer to the 
subway. Students arriving at LaGuardia can take the M60 or Q33 
bus and connect to subway into Manhattan. Students arriving at 
Newark can take the New Jersey Transit Air Train for $15 to New 
York Penn Station. These trips can take over an hour and are only 
recommended for experienced travelers. Find details about public 
transportation to and from airports at www.panynj.gov.

ARRIVING BY TRAIN

Grand Central and Pennsylvania Stations are the two train stations 
servicing New York City. There are city bus and subway connec-
tions from these locations to The New School. Travelers who are 
unfamiliar with public transportation in New York City, or who are 
carrying heavy luggage, may prefer to take a taxicab. Available at 
designated cab stands at the street level, a cab will cost 
approximately $15.

ARRIVING BY BUS

The New York Port Authority bus terminal, at 41st Street and Eighth 
Avenue, has city bus and subway connections to The New School.  
Newcomers to New York City might be more comfortable taking a 
taxicab, which will cost approximately $15.

ARRIVING BY CAR

Students traveling by car to New York City should contact a local 
automobile association or visit Google Maps to determine the best 
route. We advise drivers to avoid arriving during rush hour on 
weekdays, 7:00–9:00 a.m. and 4:00–6:00 p.m. when there is 
significant traffic congestion. Street parking is difficult in the city. 
There are a number of parking garages in the two-block area 
surrounding The New School.

TRANSPORTATION AROUND THE CITY

Getting around New York City via public transportation is
inexpensive and easy. Although the subway and bus systems may 
seem daunting at first, students learn to navigate the city with 
confidence within a few days. Subway stations and bus stops are 
located within one to two blocks of campus buildings. Using public 
transportation, students can travel nearly anywhere in the 
five boroughs.



FILM, ART, CHANGE: MAKING MOVIES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 16
T

R
A

V
E

L
E

R
S

’ IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 +

 C
L

A
S

S
R

O
O

M
 L

O
C

A
T

IO
N

S

Subways and buses operate on the MetroCard system, a 
declining-balance card that riders swipe at turnstiles. Currently, the 
fare for a subway or local bus ride is $2.75. A 30-day unlimited 
MetroCard is available for $116.50. With this card, students can use 
all buses and subways as needed. For detailed fare and schedule 
information, visit the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s 
official website, www.mta.info. 

ADDITIONAL TRAVELERS’ INFORMATION

311 is a telephone service in New York City that provides 
information about non-emergency services and city government. 
Outside of New York City, dial 212.NEW.YORK. The following 
websites feature helpful links and information:

www.NY.com offers New York City survival guides, local 
information, as well as online reservation systems.
www.Yelp.com supplies up- to-date listings of restaurants, retail, 
travel, and professional services.
www.NYC.gov, New York City’s official site, furnishes information 
about city government offices, services, and city publications.
www.NYC-ARTS.org details events at museums, galleries, 
theaters, gardens, parks, and other locations throughout NYC.
www.TimeOut.com/newyork, New York's guide to theater, 
restaurants, bars, movies, shopping, fashion, events, activities, 
things to do, music, art, books, clubs, tours, dance & nightlife.

CLASSROOM LOCATIONS
School of Media Studies Summer Intensive Studies meet in 
downtown buildings and are within walking distance of the 
residence halls.
 
Sheila C. Johnson Design Center (classroom, film office, edit labs)
66 Fifth Avenue, between 12th and 13th Streets/2 West 13th 
between 5th & 6th Avenues.

New School University Center (dining, library, computers, study 
spaces) 63 Fifth Avenue, between 13th and 14th Streets

The Vera List Center (computer labs, library)
6 East 16th Street, between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West

79 Fifth Avenue, 16th Floor (School of Media Studies 
administrative and faculty offices)
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BUILDING HOURS + POLICIES
Summer building hours will be distributed on first day. Hours are 
also posted on the university website at Building Hours. Students 
are expected to respect the rights and privileges of other students, 
faculty, and staff. When using university facilities, students must be 
respectful of school property, including walls, furnishings, 
equipment, computers, and books. Students who behave otherwise 
will be held accountable. The policy on the use of university 
facilities and property is contained in the New School Code of 
Conduct, which appears in full on the Student Services page of 
The New School website.

PHOTO ID CARDS
All summer students receive a New School photo ID valid for the 
duration of the program which allows them to enter and use 
university facilities including computer labs, classroom facilities, 
libraries, cafeterias, and residence halls. The card, which must be 
shown to the security guards upon request, must be accessible 
whenever a student is at school.

FINAL EXHIBITIONS OF
STUDENT WORK
On the final afternoon (July 31) of the Summer Intensive Studies, 
The School of Media Studies hosts an exhibition to showcase the 
extraordinary body of work produced during the program. Be sure 
to invite your family and friends so they may attend. The exhibition 
will take place in Kellen Auditorium, located at 66 Fifth Avenue.     

www.newschool.edu/about/building-hours
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
AND FITNESS
Students in The School of Media Studies Summer Intensive Studies 
course may participate in many of the planned excursions 
organized by the Office of Student Development and Activities 
(OSDA) with students in the Summer Intensive Studies and Summer 
Studies at Parsons.  A calendar of the optional extracurricular 
events will be provided to students at orientation on the first 
morning of the program.  Also, New School Athletics and Recreation 
(go New School Narwhals!) runs fitness classes and outdoor 
adventures throughout the summer. 

Visit www.narwhalnation.com for a full list.

MEDICAL CARE AND
HEALTH SERVICES
The New School Student Health Services office is located at 80 
Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor. Student Health Services is open during the 
summer term and is available to all summer students. Students 
have access to basic medical care and counseling services.
 
Counseling Services  212.229.1671, option 1
Medical Services  212.229.1671, option 2
 
After Hours Nurse Triage service  212.229.1671, option 1 or 2
 
Summer Hours
Monday – Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday:  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
 
For more information, visit www.newschool.edu/health.

HEALTH INSURANCE
The New School strongly recommends that all Summer Intensive 
Studies students in New York have a family or personal health 
insurance provider and carry proof of insurance, such as a card or 
letter, with them at all times.

http://www.newschool.edu/student-development-activities/
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LIBRARIES
University borrowing privileges are given to all summer students. A 
valid New School photo ID is required to use the libraries. Library 
information is available online at www.library.newschool.edu.
 
University Center Library, 63 Fifth Avenue; 212.229.5307 x4121

COMPUTERS AND 
INTERNET ACCESS
Students may choose to bring a laptop with them to use during the 
program, but it is not required. The New School’s computer labs are 
accessible to all Summer Intensive Studies students with a valid 
New School ID. Information about digital resources and lab hours 
are posted at Information Technology. Digital access is available 
throughout the school, with primary facilities at:
 
6 East 16th Street, 6th and 11th floor
55 West 13th Street, 8th and 9th floors
63 Fifth Avenue, Lower Level rooms 101, 106, and 107
66 Fifth Avenue, room 204
2 West 13th Street, room 204
Print Output Center

DINING OPTIONS
Some residence hall suites are equipped with kitchen facilities. Find 
specifics about Loeb Hall residence on the Loeb Hall page. You 
may email summerhousing@newschool.edu, or call 
212.229.5459 x3610.

Students should expect to spend approximately $35 per day on 
meals and miscellaneous expenses. These figures represent 
average costs. Actual expenses will vary depending on the choices 
of the student. There are many reasonably-priced restaurants, 
diners, delis, markets, and cafés near the School of Media Studies 
academic buildings and residence halls. Many of these locations 
offer student discounts with a valid New School ID card.

http://www.newschool.edu/information-technology/
http://www.newschool.edu/student-housing/residences/loeb-hall/
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MONEY
All students should have a bank cash card for automated teller 
machines (ATMs). If you bank at a small bank or credit union, 
consult with your home banking institution to confirm the 
availability of cash funds at ATMs in New York. Traveler’s checks 
are not widely accepted in New York City and are therefore not 
recommended. Bring a major credit card for emergencies.
 
The New School does not offer check-cashing services. Banks in 
New York City will not cash money orders unless one has an 
account with the institution. Out-of-town checks deposited in a 
local account may take several days to become available. 
Out-of-town checks or temporary checks will not be accepted as 
payment at most stores and other services. In cases where checks 
are valid for payment, a credit card is usually required for 
identification. Wired money transfers from home accounts to a 
New York account generally provide cash within 48 hours.

NEW YORK CITY DISCOUNTS 
AND RESOURCES
Student discounts (with valid New School ID) are offered by many 
stores and cultural institutions around the city.  For full list, go to 
Student Discounts. Not to be missed is free admission to Museum 
of Modern Art  (MoMA) for New School Students INCLUDING free 
MoMA film tickets. You could (and should) see a free movie nearly 
every night! Go to www.moma.org for information. 
 
Many museums in the city also ask patrons to pay a “suggested 
donation,” which means that students may pay as little as a dollar 
or two for admission. There are many performance spaces, such as 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, that offer student rush tickets 
(usually two hours prior to performance), enabling students to 
attend performances at greatly reduced prices.

CAMPUS MAP
www.newschool.edu/about/campus-map

http://www.newschool.edu/student-discounts/
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HOTELS
These are just a few of the hotels conveniently located within a few 
blocks from campus. These hotels offer accommodations in a wide 
range of prices. We recommend students and/or guardians to do a 
more extensive search for alternate housing options.
 
The Jade Hotel Greenwich Village
52 W 13th Street
212.375.1300
www.thejadenyc.com 
 
Larchmont Hotel
27 West 11th Street
(between Fifth and Sixth Avenues)
212.989.9333
www.larchmonthotel.com
 
Gramercy Park Hotel
2 Lexington Avenue at 21st Street
800.221.4083 or 212.475.4320
www.gramercyparkhotel.com
 
Howard Johnson
851 Eighth Avenue at 51st Street
212.581.4100
www.hojo.com
 
Leo House
332 West 23rd Street (between Eighth and Ninth Avenues)
212.929.1010
 
Washington Square Hotel
103 Waverly Place (corner of MacDougal Street)
800.222.0418 or 212.777.9515
www.wshotel.com
 
W Union Square
201 Park Avenue South
212.253.9119
www.starwood.com/whotels
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SCHOOL OF MEDIA STUDIES
OFFICE DIRECTORY
Anne Balsamo, Dean
Melissa Friedling, Director of Undergraduate Programs
Tracy Varites, Program Manager
Laurrice Morgan-Eady, Executive Secretary
Chrissy Roden, Director of Student Affairs
Amir Husak, Faculty
Joel Schlemowitz, Faculty
Daryl Meador, Course Assistant
  
School of Media Studies Offices
79 Fifth Avenue, 16th Floor
212-229-8903
tnsmedia@newschool.edu 
 
Film and Digital Production Facilities (aka “The Film Office”)
66 Fifth Avenue, 4th Floor, Room N401
(212) 229-5899
msfilmoffice@newschool.edu 
 
Student Affairs Office, Schools of Public Engagement
66 West 12th St., Room 401
212.229.5615 x2150
 
Registrar
72 Fifth Avenue, 2nd Floor (in-person services)
212.229.5620
 
Student Financial Services
72 Fifth Avenue, 2nd Floor (in-person services)
212.229.8930
 
Summer Housing
72 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor
212.229.5459 ext. 3610
 
Student Health Center
80 Fifth Avenue, 3rd floor
212.229.1671 ext. 2
 
International Student and Scholar Services
72 Fifth Avenue, 3rd floor
212.229.5592






