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Public Streets, Parks, River Banks, and Gardens in 
between 14th Street and Houston and the East River 
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The  Highline located in 
Chelsea is a greenway 
trail that was once a 
railroad track.  Madison 
quare park is a dog park 
as well as a sculptural 
park with views of the 
flatiron building.  jerffer-
son market garden has 
a koi pond.  washington 
square park is a very 
populated park in green-
wich village.other gar-
dens include Liz christy 
garden, tompkin square 

park, 6bc garden, la pla-
za cultural and six streeth 
and avenue b garden 
that hosts concert and 
workshops. There are 
also many piers you can 
visit in NYC including 
Pier 45, an 850-ft. pier, 
and Pier 46. Pier 55, 56, 
and 57 are also public. 

Piers and Parks



Museum of Reclaimed 
Urban Space
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Museum of Reclaime-
dUrban Space is a group 
of humans caring for the 
environment. The com-
munity gardens in New 
York City are protecting 
public places by fighting 
for them when governors 
want to take over to build 
upon. They protest and 
stand by the public gar-
dens. They are also kee-
ping the gardens sustai-
nable by reusing water 
from rain to water plants. 
The rain water drains into 
buckets or into the floor 
drains and then is recy-
cled back into the soil 
through underground 
tubes. They are using na-
tural materials like moss 
to clean their pond water 
and to keep it healthier 
for their fish and tur-
tles. The gardens also 
get their soil from com-

post. A natural soil made 
from food waste like 
orange peels and egg 
shells. They are using 
self-made structures 
that they are not 100% 
sure if it will work but 
they are trying anyways. 
One self-built structure 
is their way of recycling 
water. One participato-
ry design is their rock 
with moss that allows 
water to self-clean as it 
trickles down the rock. 
We learned about Criticle 
Mass and how the group 
stood together to get 
cars out of public parks 
for them to be safer and 
more environmental. 
They designed plans for 
disasters when the city 
would be powerless.  
they created roof gar-
dens to give more life and 
food   to the environment. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE & ENERGY

r

plants can have diffe-
rent shapes of leaves for 
water to enter a specific 
area in the plant. Sphe-
rical shaped plants store 
water more and they 
have pores that close 
during the day to les-
sen evaporation. Green 
plants absorb light en-
ergy using chlorophyll 
in their leaves. They use 
it to react carbon dio-
xide with water to make 
a sugar called glucose. 

The glucose is used in 
respiration, or converted 
into starch and stored. 
Oxygen is produced as 
a by-product. This al-
lows pollutants to be 
cleaned in the air. Plants 
provide cooling by ab-
sorbing carbon dioxide. 
Waste is a great nutrient 
for plants. It dissolved it, 
same goes for soil. It re-
moves pollutants by dis-
solving them. plants feed 
insects and bacteria.
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Image caption incl. reference webpage and/ or pho-
tographer

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Aenean 
commodo ligula eget do-
lor. Aenean massa. Cum 
sociis natoque penati-
bus et magnis dis par-
turient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Donec 
quam felis, ultricies nec, 
pellentesque eu, pre-
tium quis, sem. Nulla 
consequat massa quis 
enim. Donec pede justo, 
fringilla vel, aliquet nec, 

vulputate eget, arcu. In 
enim justo, rhoncus ut, 
imperdiet a, venenatis 
vitae, justo. Nullam dic-
tum felis eu pede mollis 
pretium. Integer tincid-
unt. Cras dapibus. Viva-
mus elementum semper 
nisi. Aenean vulputate 
eleifend tellus. Aenean 
leo ligula, porttitor eu, 
consequat vitae, elei-
fend ac, enim. Aliquam 
lorem ante, dapibus in, 
viverra quis, feugiat a, 
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The United Nations 
Trusteeship Council 
Chamber was an impres-
sive trip. We were able 
to hear about Denmark 
and their sustainability 
being highly understood 
because it is the nations 
security. we also got to 
hear about shifting politi-
cal development in relati-
on to climate change.

As a designer, i need 
to learn how to work 

sustainably and in 
waste reducing ways. 
for others, maybe they 
can find ways to build 
sustainably or design 
sustainable products to 
sell. 

United Nations Meeting Room. Denmark Speaking to 
Parsons. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRIAN J. SKERRY, NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Aenean 
commodo ligula eget do-
lor. Aenean massa. Cum 
sociis natoque penati-
bus et magnis dis par-
turient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Donec 
quam felis, ultricies nec, 
pellentesque eu, pre-
tium quis, sem. Nulla 
consequat massa quis 
enim. Donec pede justo, 
fringilla vel, aliquet nec, 

vulputate eget, arcu. In 
enim justo, rhoncus ut, 
imperdiet a, venenatis 
vitae, justo. Nullam dic-
tum felis eu pede mollis 
pretium. Integer tincid-
unt. Cras dapibus. Viva-
mus elementum semper 
nisi. Aenean vulputate 
eleifend tellus. Aenean 
leo ligula, porttitor eu, 
consequat vitae, elei-
fend ac, enim. Aliquam 
lorem ante, dapibus in, 
viverra quis, feugiat a, 
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PHOTOGRAPH BY PAUL NICKLEN
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Parsons the New School 
for Design Spring 2018 
Sustainable Systems 
The conflict is that hu-
man organizations are 
taking over and destroy-
ing land and they are not 
caring about it enough. 
The locals care about the 
land are they try to chan-
ge the way corporations 
act but since corpora-
tions are larger they over-
ride the people. people 
are beginning to come 

together though to sand 
up to these large busi-
nesses that are destroy-
ing earth. Action we all 
can take it giving back to 
earth and standing up for 
climate change by pro-
testing and by trying for 
our voices to be heard. 
Keeping oil in the ground 
will stop land destruc-
tion and global warming. 

 
Credit: Michael Uwemedimo/cmapping.net.

G
LU

E 
ST

R
IP

WATER & MATERIALS



Using Natural Roses and Spinich to dye Whool

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Aenean 
commodo ligula eget do-
lor. Aenean massa. Cum 
sociis natoque penati-
bus et magnis dis par-
turient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Donec 
quam felis, ultricies nec, 
pellentesque eu, pre-
tium quis, sem. Nulla 
consequat massa quis 
enim. Donec pede justo, 
fringilla vel, aliquet nec, 

vulputate eget, arcu. In 
enim justo, rhoncus ut, 
imperdiet a, venenatis 
vitae, justo. Nullam dic-
tum felis eu pede mollis 
pretium. Integer tincid-
unt. Cras dapibus. Viva-
mus elementum semper 
nisi. Aenean vulputate 
eleifend tellus. Aenean 
leo ligula, porttitor eu, 
consequat vitae, elei-
fend ac, enim. Aliquam 
lorem ante, dapibus in, 
viverra quis, feugiat a, 
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Dying Kombucha
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  Energy benefits of rooftop agriculture
Energy production re-
lies on manual laboring. 
Small scale production 
but many of them. Soil 
based urban farms use 
less direct energy be-
cause manual energy is 
used. Some complica-
tions for agriculturing 
rooftops in NYC can 
be reclaiming land and 
maintaining high proper-
ty costs. Support of su-
stainability can also be a 
complication. The bene-
fits are that theres a wide 
range of urban agricul-
ture. small scale, disper-
sed, homegrown or com-
munity based efforts, 
such as urban home-
steading or community 
gardening to high-tech, 
capital-intensive, com-
mercial projects such as 
rooftop greenhouses or 
“vertical farming. The re-
sidents would barely be 
affected by adding gar-
dens to open space are-

as, especially if those areas are alrea-
dy poorly maintained. What is crucial 
in doing so is the clamte and pests, 
access and pollution to food. The 
food growing can be polluted from the 
streets and gases limiting large scale 
food production. There are approxi-
mately one million buildings in NYC, 
with 38,256 total acres of rooftop area, 
a majority of which have flat roofs.

Brooklyn Grange



Sketches and ideas for a water proof and water colle-
cting accessory
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Energy storage: (PHS), 
(CAES), (FES), (BES),( 
FBES),( SMES),( TES)
Energy transmission: A 
set of conductors insula-
tors, support structures, 
and associated equip-
ment used to move lar-
ge quantities of electric 
power at high voltage, 
usually over long di-
stances between sub-
stations. There are two 
major types of transmis-
sion lines (https://teeic.
indianaffairs.gov/glos-
sary/glossary.htm#18).
What is positive about 
this energy aspect 
and what needs
to be improvement in 
context with it? Using 
natural forces to use less 
fuels. Less environmen-
tal harm. For negative ef-
fects it can be expensive 
to the average consumer.
“UCS is involved in va-

rious efforts to improve 
the siting of renewable 
energy. NWCC’s Wildlife 
Working Group, which 
serves as a forum for de-
fining, discussing, and 
addressing key issues 
around the interaction of 
wind and wildlife, parti-
cularly birds and bats. 
(AWWI), which launched 
in 2008.  The group’s 
goal is to promote the re-
sponsible development 
of wind energy while en-
suring that decisions on 
specific projects are ba-
sed on the best available 
science about the likely 
effects on local wildlife 
and the options for miti-
gating those effects.” 
(https://www.ucsusa.
org/clean_energy/smart-
energy-solutions/incre-
ase-renewables/addres-
sing-land-and-wildlife.
html#.Wqf6kpPwaGQ)
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org/2013/09/wi ldl i fe-
and-renewable-energy.
html works to identify 
and promote low-conflict 
solar project sites (for 
example on degraded 
agricultural lands) and to 
reduce the water use of 
projects proposed in the 
desert, and have oppo-
sed projects that threaten 
high-quality habitat for 
imperiled species like de-
sert tortoise, burrowing 
owls and golden eagles.
The first component nee-
ded in any microgrid sys-
tem is the power source. 
The power manage-
ment system handles 

the transfer of electrical 
power from the power 
source to the electrici-
ty consuming devices.
Storage systems are es-
sential to any microgrid 
because they allow the 
microgrid to balance 
the electrical and the-
reby make the electri-
city accessible when it 
is required by the user.
The last component of 
the microgrid are the 
electricity consuming 
devices whose energy is 
supplied from the ove-
rall microgrid system. 
(http://blogs.berkeley.
edu/2015/02/25/how-
to-build-a-microgrid/)
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 A- Why are people 
displaced by climate 
change and forced to 
move temporarily or
Reduce vulnerability and 
ensure individuals, com-
munities and countries 
have the necessary skills 
to cope with and re-
spond to climate-related 
hazards;  Determine the 
flows, conditions and 
impacts of human mo-
bility; and Support mi-
grant and displaced wor-
kers and communities.
B- Where do refugees go 
that have to leave per-
manently due to an ex-
treme climate condition
effecting their home? 
Where can environmen-
tal refugees migrate? 
What are the difficulties
and concerns that cli-
mate refugees face when 
having to leave their 
home that is threatened
by an extreme cli-
mate condition? 
global population of re-
fugees does not have 
any international legal 
protection or agency 
upholding their basic 
human rights and hel-

ping to keep them safe.
C- What is the effect of 
large numbers of envi-
ronmental refugees of 
the same origin coming
into a country? What 
are the challenges for a 
country to accept and 
then to integrate climate
Government may strugg-
le to keep count of flows 
and costs. Integration, 
cooperation to regular 
migration, handling crisis. 
D- What is in your un-
derstanding the de-
finition of a refugee?
Someone fleeing 
a situation.migra-
ting somewhere new
2- Write a text (min.150 
words) about a specific 
group of climate refu-
gees focusing on social,
political, economic and 
environmental aspects 
concerning these re-
fugees. Refer to one
example of the articles 
available on Canvas 
or to an example that 
your research on the
I n t e r n e t .
In the earthquake and 
tsunami that struck Ja-
pan on 11 March 2011, 



G
LU

E 
ST

R
IP

more than 20,000 people lost their lives or went mis-
sing. Over 250,000 buildings were damaged or de-
stroyed; some 4.4 million households were left without 
electricity and 2.3 million without water. Despite enor-
mous amount of relief money and other donations, some 
groups of people in Japan received little or no assi-
stance. Among these are refugees and asylum seekers.

https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2016/03/5-years-
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1- Write a short text 
of about 100 words 
in answer to the fol-
lowing questions:
A- What interests 
you in your specific 
make-your-own-ma-
t e r i a l s - e x p e r i m e n t ?
I am interested in the fact 
something that can be 
sewn together can quic-
kly be created and grown 
naturally in a bin kept still. 
B- Why is your 
specific self-made 
material sustainable?
it is sustainable becau-

se it is a naturally made 
yeast that is organic 
and will biodegrade.
C- What are the 
qualities that your self-
made materials will have?
In my situation, I am re-
searching a drought. 
Therefor this materi-
al will be durable as 
long as it isn’t wet. 
D- Which un-
sustainable materials 
can be replaced by 
your self-made su-
stainable material?
A tarp or plastic

https://www.buzzfeed.com/awesomer/let-mo-
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SCOBY needs a warm uninfected condition to grow in. 
typically 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The bacteria feed off 
black tea and sugar. For my specific SCOBY I gave it 
one gallon of water, one cup sugar, and six tea bags. You 
must feed it but not much or else it will dilute. Feeding 
it too little will cause the cellulose production to slow 
down SCOBY and Kombucha tea can become bio leather 
by drying out the SCOBY, basically dehydrating it.  

i have been grow-
ing scoby and 
Kambucha for 
about 5 weeks 
now. i have har-
vested and dried 
it twice and i have 
been keeping the 
dry kambucha in 
this jar. 
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A- structural = straight, 
rigid material (re-
presented in model 
by bamboo sticks) 
B - food production = 
skin material to be fle-
xible or semi-rigid (re-
presented by in mo-
del by paper panels/
f a c e t s )
C - solar energy collec-
tion or solar energy re-
flection = skin material to 
be flexible or semi-rigid
(represented by in mo-
del by panels/ facets)
D - water proofing and 
water collection or water 
drainage = skin material 
to be flexible or semi-rigid
(represented by in mo-
del by panels/ facets)
E - thermic insulati-
on and cooling = skin 
material to be flexible 
or semi-rigid (repre-
sented by in model by
panels/ facets)
Note: access Material 
ConneXion library at li-
brary.materialconnexion.
com or New School library

webpage databa-
se (on campus only)

In a drought someone 
could use dried sticks 
as a strait rigid material. 
Something Flexible for 
Food Production could 
consist of kambucha 
leather. Solar energy can 
be reflected off of recy-
cled oyster shells. Water 
proofing can be done 
with beeswax. Thermic 
insuslation and cooling 
can be created due to 
holes in the outer layer to 
allow air flow in and out. 
To follow the way grizzly 
bears live in the wild and 
thorugh a drought i think 
a habitat in the wild can 
be made for in trees. the 
sticks can hold it up, and 
if theres a ground sour-
ce of  nesting it can be 
comfortable. i can add a 
form of protecting insu-
lation cooling with that 
material as well as ad-
ding a natural form of re-
flecting to keep heat out. 
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N e w t o w n 
Creek Alliences

The Newtown Creek Al-
liences is a group that 
comes together to clean 
the newtown creek and 
keeps an eye on things 
going on under the water 
like oil sppillage and the 
pool of oil that is relea-
sing into the rirver. they 

highly  keep an eye on 
the trash in the water and 
they try to filter the wa-
ter as much as possible 
to beingg back animal 
species and clean wa-
ter sources. they look at 
all surrounding habitats 
and how the creek can 
be destroying the spe-
cies environment. they 
think oof ways to fix the 
issues infront of them. 
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http://www.newtowncreekalliance.org/wp-

New York City is growing with ways to prevent flooding.  
New York City is using a method called urban agriculture. 
we can add walls or add grass. 

we can add divets to the streets to allow wa-
ter to flow. we can lead it back to the oce-
an. we can add gardens for rain to soak in.  
my vision is  streets with soakable  cement. ma-
chines that soak up water off streets and keep them 
in the air or in a water tank until able to be released

New    York City needs a good system for wa-
ter to fl w out once it comes i n. you cant pre-
vent a natural event fully but working with the 
aftermath as its still occuring can save things. 

https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/563864815836607402/
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https://www.newyorkcity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/
Circle-Line-Map-New-York1.jpg

http://www.nyc.gov/html/
dep/pdf/wsstate17.pdf



Testing the water allows 
a knowledgeable ap-
proach to address the 
specific problems of a 
water supply. This helps 
ensure that the water 
source is being properly 
protected from potential 
contamination, and that 
an appropriate treatment 
system is selected and 
is operating properly. 
(http://www1.agric.gov.
ab.ca/). Not having cle-
an water in NYC will risk 
lives of Millions. Water 
testing can be used as a 
tools to know if what we 
are dumping is safe or 
not for our water ways. 
If unhealthy water ways 
make it to the ocean it 
can cause many species 
to die. New York City 
gets its drinking water 
from 19 reservoirs and 
three controlled lakes 
spread across a nearly 
2,000-squaremile wa-
tershed. The sources of 
drinking water (both tap 
water and bottled wa-

ter) include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reser-
voirs, springs, and wells. 
The NYSDOH and the 
federal Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) 
regulations establish li-
mits for contaminants 
in bottled water, which 
must provide the same 
protection for public 
health. The presence of 
contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health 
risk. These regulations 
also establish the mini-
mum amount of testing 
and monitoring that each 
system must undertake 
to ensure that the tap wa-
ter is safe to drink. http://
w w w. n y c . g o v / h t m l /
dep/pdf/wsstate17.pdf
more than $2.7 billion 
toward its watershed 
protection programs 
since 1993. Stream 
management, land 
and recreation, and a 
regulatory program.

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/pdf/wsstate17.pdf
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/
dep/pdf/wsstate17.pdf
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Fish evolved to swim in 
schools to better protect 
themselves from preda-
tors, improve their fora-
ging and swim more ef-
ficiently. Unlike shoaling, 
in which fish merely swim 
loosely together, schoo-
ling requires coordina-
ted body positions and 
synchronized movement.
They do not run 
into each other.
The anatomy of fish also 
factors into the schooling 
equation. Eye placement 
on the sides of the head 
allows the fish to readily 
see what is next to them 
and move accordingly. 
However, sight is not 

the only factor used in 
schooling. Fish are able 
to establish their place-
ment and direction in 
a school by using hea-
ring, lateral line, sight, 
and even the sense 
of smell. https://www.
thesprucepe ts .com/
schooling-fish-1378344
Fish can relate to the 
colony I designed be-
cause my colony settles 
and adds to their settle-
ment. Fish are always 
moving, but my colony 
can move anywhere they 
can park their tent simi-
lar to how fish stop to 
rest and hide near corals. 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/18/

https://waterdogphotographyblog.wordpress.com/tag/oil-
rigs/ 


