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Climate change is most likely to intensify natural climate variability in Zimbabwe. Per capita water 

availability is predicted to decrease by as much as 38% by 2050, even under a low population 

growth rate. 



HOW DOES CLIMATE CHANGE 
AFFECT ZIMBABWE?

Since 1987 the country has experienced its six 
warmest years on record, with daily minimum and 
maximum temperatures having risen by approximately 
2°C over the past century. Zimbabwe has undergone 
10 droughts, decreased freshwater and destroyed 
biodiversity. Water levels in Lake Kariba have dropped 
to below 30%, and this is seriously affecting power 
generation in the country. Hydropower contributes a 
significant proportion to the country’s electricity 
generation. Drought and changing rainfall patterns 
have contributed to the decrease in these water levels. 
The rains are so unpredictable in some areas of 
Zimbabwe meaning that the agricultural production 
could decrease by up to 30%,  leading to an increase 
in hunger and poverty. 



ELECTRICITY

Large parts of Zimbabwe and Zambia rely on Lake Kariba and its power station for most of their electrical power. 
Because of the drought, the inflows into Lake Kariba have not been sufficient and the power producing capacity 
has been greatly reduced.  “Because of lack of electricity, they cut power on the national grid eight hours a day 
and sometimes more. The copper mines, which are the main industry, cannot operate at full capacity. Many of 
them cut back from running 24/7 to running just 8 hours a day. Some of them have closed, putting lots of people 
out of work. And then other businesses that require refrigeration or other forms of electricity, their cost of 
operation has gone up enormously because they’re having to run on generators,” Geoffrey, CRS senior technical 
advisor.



VULNERABILITIES
‘Agriculture is the backbone of the Zimbabwean economy.’ Approximately 72% of Zimbabwe’s population live in 

extreme poverty. In summary, this means that 72% of the population live on less that $1.25 a day. Like many other 

African countries, Zimbabwe was hit badly by El Nino. Zimbabwe’s last rainy season has been noticed to be the 

driest season since 35 years. Because agricultural productivity declined after recurrent droughts, El Nino and 

climate change, Zimbabwe has been importing a large amount of products from Zambia, South Africa and other 

countries.



THE MONEY CRISIS

Unfortunately, Zimbabweans have experienced something similar to this before. And it is known to 

come down to money. Between 2008 and 2009, supermarkets had absolutely no food in the 
shelves, due effects of climate change. The country now uses the U.S. dollar and other currencies, 

abandoned its own dollar in 2009 after hyperinflation, which had peaked at around 500 billion 
percent, rendering it unusable. 

South West districts of Zimbabwe have been hit the hardest due to how they depend on agriculture 
with such little rain. In certain areas, the harvest was so poor that it was written off. From October 

2015 - February 2016, which is meant to be the rainy season, Zimbabwe received less than 60% of 
its long-term average rainfall. Factors not related to climate change are not making things easier. 

These are high unemployment rates and a cash crisis.  



THE HUNGRY MIND

Children at school are also facing difficulties, stunting the growth and hope for Zimbabwe’s future. Families are 
struggling to survive. Pamhedzi Maranga is an example of one of these students. Her family is hardly surviving 
and they are fighting to feed themselves and earn a living with a small vegetable garden after this year’s drought 
left them with next to nothing. ‘Besides trying to find ways to feed her body, 15-year-old Pamhy is also fighting to 
feed her mind.’ The drought and El Nino. Money concerns. Job and schooling worries. Each of these is a piece 
of the Zimbabwe puzzle.  And all of them have a climate change connection.



WHAT IS BEING DONE ABOUT 
IT?

Climate negotiators met in Paris for the COP21 conference, with Zimbabweans hoping a concrete 

resolution is reached. The challenge is to find a solution that satisfies every country. The World Bank 

Group is working with the government to address climate threats and their implications for water 

availability by integrating sustainable water development and management into national strategies.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

BE AN ADVOCATEDONATE LEARN MORE ABOUT IT 

Our farming projects help 
hundreds of thousands of 
people feed their 
families, work toward 
self-sufficiency and 
protect the earth’s 
resources.

Speak to congress about 
protecting and helping 
those who were/ are 
affected by climate 
change. 

Educate yourself about 
fellow humans who are 
suffering from climate 
change and from this 
decide how you would 
like to go about it. 


