
The Human Garden
In hopes of combatting Thanatophobia

Cover (decorated) corpse in netting and 
place It in the box.

Insert the flat neck bar to keep person in 
place.

As the human population advances and grows further, 
we will find ourselves having to confront our ever 
decreasing amount of space for burial and ever 
increasing fear of death. The Human Garden is a method 
of finding places for bodies after passing, dealing with 
air pollution, and a way of addressing our search for an 
unnecessary immortality. In the Garden, decorated 
corpses are placed in vertical boxes, stacked one on top 
of the other, balanced against walls or trees. Entwined 
in netting (So as to prevent their eyes and organs being 
pecked out by birds and other creatures), their flesh 
decays and fertilizes life – more specifically moss – 
which can give off more oxygen per acre than trees. Some 
bodies will be excavated and used as temporary 
structures for the building of beehives and the burrows 
of mammals. This creation of a museum of sorts 
featuring human sculptures is aimed at helping 
observers overcome constant fear of mortality. Perhaps 
exposing ourselves to the deceased – as our ancestors 
once did – will allow us to stop shying away from the 
considered gruesomeness of death and find peace in it 
once more.

garden of us
By Angel Luo
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Place box with the person into a garden and observe its decay and regrowth.
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