
Postcentral Gyrus 
 

Located in the parietal lobe, the post-central gyrus is the section of the brain responsible for 

tactile reception. Home to the primary somatosensory cortex, the post-central gyrus is perceives 

sensations like pain and temperature change. Gyri are folds within the cerebral surface of the brain, 

and the post-central gyrus in particular is located behind the central sulcus, which is the fissure 

dividing the frontal and parietal lobes. There are two post-central gyri, each located on the right and 

left hemispheres of the brain, respectively. The post-central gyri receive and process sensory 

information procured by cutaneous means, or information received as a result of contact with skin. 

Consequent of experiencing any sensation, neurons relay the information through the spinal cord to 

the brain, where the post-central gyrus stores said tactile information. Areas of our body that have 

higher nerve density, such as the lips, or hands have a higher representation or “storage space” within 

the primary somatosensory cortex and post-central gyrus. If the post-central gyrus is affected by 

brain damage of any capacity, the victim may suffer from the loss of fine motor touch, spatial 

disorientation, and may not be able to sense vibrations.  

The visual piece I created reflects a more literal take on the capabilities of the post-central gyrus. 

The hand, formed with clay, is wrapped with molded sheet metal, aluminum foil, crumpled cloth, and 

wire, to represent the vast array of sensations we experience on a daily basis. The sculptural quality 

of the sheet metal and foil have a jagged surface, alluding to the microscopic tension that occurs on 

the surface of our skin when we experience some kind of sensation. The positioning of the hand itself 

reflects an open, receptive mindset; the imagery of the hand almost reaching out demonstrates the 

connection we have as humans with our tactile environment. The construction process of this piece 

plays a large role in the significance of the subject and imagery; my hands underwent a series of 

tactile experiences while creating this piece, including but not limited to: cuts, burns (courtesy of a 

hot glue gun), and stab wounds from sheet metal.  


