
	

	

 

Bernice Ho 

11th May, 2017 

Integrative Seminar 2: Visual Culture 

Final Reflection 

 

One of the main takeaways from this course was learning how to write critically and 

analytically about my own work. From our in-class discussions and readings, it is clear that 

every individual has a role in the production and consumption of visual culture, and as a 

participant and creator of visual content, I have begun to grasp the skill of writing and discussing 

my own body of work. This course has emphasized the importance of conducting research 

before, during, and after creating art, and the documentation of that process. Researching 

pertinent work and other precedents in art provides the creator with critical reference points and 

the necessary context to create impactful, enduring work. For me, this course emphasized the 

fact that artistic work, or any work for that matter, does not exist in a vacuum. The context that 

accompanies a piece alludes to the intent behind it, which serves to amplify the impact that it has 

on the audience. Being wary of context, audience, and intent are all integral aspects to effective 

reflection. 

 

To be quite honest, the discussions regarding the definition and scope of visual culture 

surprised me. While I was open to the idea of visual culture covering a vast, nearly immeasurable 

scope of art forms, I was not prepared for discussions where old masters like Leonardo da Vinci 

or Michelangelo were decried for being “not all that great”. Understandably, the discussion at 



	

	

hand was regarding the herd-like mentality of consumer and visual culture, but to undermine the 

achievements of artists who truly created masterpieces and embodied art for their respective eras 

was completely unexpected. For me, these discussions established my need to reevaluate my 

own perceptions of art, or what art encompasses. Personally, I believe that the definition of art is 

highly subjective, and each individual’s definition is influenced by their own experiences with 

art and the broader context in which they experience art.   

 

Ultimately, visual culture is integral to human experience. Visual culture encompasses 

images and symbols that are prominent and subtle, controversial and agreeable, fleeting and 

timeless. Painfully aware of my role as a consumer of visual culture, I have little to no choice as 

to whether I can participate or escape it. I do, however, have the agency to control how I react to 

visual stimuli. This course has challenged me to react to visual culture in a way that matters. 

Whether the reaction comes in the form of discussion or the creation of artistic work, questioning 

visual culture as a definition and as a category is critical to its development.  

 	


