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Reflection 
 

When I began this assignment, I decided that I wanted to base my poems 

off my personal experience of New york City so far as a student and resident. 

In my own life, I struggle with both loving and hating being in this city. I 

wanted my poems to reflect the double sided understanding of being a New 

Yorker. After re-reading the poems we discussed in the weeks prior to this 

project, I was inspired by the imagery and the use of sensory detail that Frank 

O’Hara exhibited in all of his work.  

For three of the poems that I wrote, I began by scribbling down what 

came naturally to me. Free verse poetry served me as a thought provoking 

experiment. While I wrote, I studied my surroundings and the details that 

caught my attention the most. Suddenly minute plants and cracks in the 

concrete paths became an interesting way for me to express how I understood 

the park. Not being restricted by a poem’s form, syllable count, stanzas, 

rhythm, etc, gives writers a creative freedom that can evoke interesting writing 

patterns. 



For my third poem, I decided to write a multi stanza Haiku. Working with 

a limited number of lines helped me create deeper meaning within the poem. 

The restrictions of a Haiku forced me to develop a message within 3 simple 

lines of text. The “5,7,5” syllable count pattern also gave my poem a more 

alluring sound when read out loud.  

My fourth poem was a sonnet. I have always found sonnets enjoyable 

because of their particular sound and length. To me, the 14 line form is a 

compelling way to include rhyme and rhythm into a poem, without sounding 

too corny. I wrote about a recent experience I had when riding the subway. In 

class we talked about the way New Yorkers allow people be themselves in such 

a public arena. I found this conversation related directly to my experience with 

the girl I saw crying on the subway. Connecting previous moments and places 

with the park and the surroundings I have experienced while living in New York 

was ultimately how I constructed each one of the poems I wrote for this 

assignment.  


