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In his work Studies in Pessimism,  Arthur Schopenhauer said, "Every man takes 

the limits of his own field of vision for the limits of the world.” He was a German 

philosopher known for his works The Fundamental Problems of Morality  and The World 

as Will and Representation . He has been referred to as “the artist’s philosopher” and 

“the philosopher of pessimism.” I had not known about Schopenhauer until I read his 

quote on a subway ad. It was interesting to me because the original statement that I had 

decided to use in my studio assignment was “Vision is Power,” which is based off of the 

ides from John Berger's Ways of Seeing. I wanted this statement to be on a T-shirt 

because I find that clothing is a successful way to get people talking and to represent an 

idea. The idea around “Vision is Power” has somewhat of an underlying feminist 

message. The quote is an entry point for the conversation of who art and media is 

directed to. Up until the 70s, art was predominantly aimed towards male viewers. The 

way that women were represented was objective and only empowering for the men. In 

media today the amount of information and intelligence we are shown through different 

news outlets is filtered and, in many instances, censored. Seeing and being able to 

observe or witness certain things that are sensitive or secretive can give a person 

power since nowadays the amount of information a person has or is exposed to gives 

them power. The reason that my idea changed a bit and I chose to incorporate the 

Schopenhauer quote was because I saw both ideas relating to each other as they both 

surrounded ideas around vision and its limitations and the power that goes along with it. 

My combined statement reads "The limits of your field of vision are the limits for the 

world. Vision is power.” The quote holds the meaning that what you see or visualize, 

possibly of the future, limits what view in the world and what your ideas or your impact 

on the world may be. It is quite a pessimistic quote, as was Arthur Schopenhauer’s, but 

it can also be a statement that drives a person to expand their field of vision so that they 

can expand their impact as well as their openness and acceptance of the world.  



I created this shirt on Tuesday, October 11th, and I planned on wearing this shirt 

for a week as I transported back and forth from school and anywhere I went in public. 

The only time I was unable to wear it was on Tuesday and Wednesday evening as I had 

to attend a funeral and wearing a bright bold T-shirt would not have been appropriate. 

At first I did not get much of a reaction since I did not see the same people for my 

classes and especially not from strangers until I started asking people about what the 

quote may mean to them and what my intentions might have been by wearing the 

quote. My brothers and my parents asked me what my shirt meant. They asked what it 

meant because they explained that they didn’t get it or understand what i was trying to 

accomplish in wearing it. Next, my dad asked me where I got it as well as how i made it 

and explained his thoughts on the quote and how he disagreed with it and almost made 

him angry. He agreed with the idea that vision is power but not where it talked about 

your limits of vision because he interpreted it as your literal, physical vision which I can 

see as making it somewhat of a different statement. 

Since I was not getting much of a reaction from people, as any T-shirt wearer 

would, I decided to take to Facebook and post a picture of the shirt and as people what 

someone wearing it might be representing and how they interpreted it. This I thought 

was much more successful because people were open and curious as to what I, the 

shirt wearer, and what the other commenters had to say about the quote. 

I had a great conversation with a friend in which we discussed the possible 

meaning of the statement. We spoke of how the way we see things can determine our 

world. Our viewpoints make us who we are and determine how we behave. We control 

ourselves and the manner in which we think. When we realize how much our 

perspective can affect the way we view our world, we can change our world and the 

only ones who can see the world clearly will have an effect on it, even after they have 

left it. It’s like Shakespeare’s plays, vision is almost always a motif. The characters left 

at the end of the play are the characters that Shakespeare believed could really see the 

truth. 



 



 


