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1. The work that I like and think is really good is Salvador Dali’s painting, Illuminated 
Pleasures, which is on display at the MOMA. Ever since I was introduced by 
Salvador Dali’s paintings when I was in high school, it has influenced most of my 
painting style and drawings. I have always admired surrealist artists, such as Dali and 
Francis Bacon, who can visually manipulate the way people interpret his paintings 
and create illusions of reality vs dreams through his paintings and collage work.  

 

2. The work that I do not like and do not think is good is Jackson Pollock’s abstract 
work, Untitled. I do not like his art because I was never really a big fan of abstract art, 
especially his, because it just looks like blobs of paint thrown in different directions. I 
first saw his painting at the MOMA and I remember thinking to myself, “how could 
something like this be of such value when it only looks as if a kid just threw paint all 
over a huge canvas.” Ever since then, I have never liked any of his paintings and do 
not think they are good at all.  

 

3. For the work that I like, but suspect is not that good is Rothko’s painting, which is on 
view at the MOMA called No. 16 (Red, Brown, and Black). Rothko’s paintings really 
brought a new perspective on painting technique and the importance of simple 
expressions as a powerful piece of art. He really influenced the way that painters 
thought by bringing in the value of flat forms and surfaces and pushing aside the 
typical traditional Renaissance hyperrealism painting technique. I like his work at 
times because I can sense that feeling of peace, yet at the same time it is a tad boring 
and too conceptual of a work. I can see how he tried bringing in a new way of looking 
at paintings, for example, by attempting to evoke emotions through quiet reflections 
by the viewer, which I like and admire. However, to me, it just looks like blocks of 
colors to me and does not have that strong of an emotional impact.  

 

4. For the work that I do not like but I think is good is Ai Wei Wei’s Dropping a Han 
Dynasty Urn (1995 For this work, he smashed a 2000-year-old ceremonial urn with 
cultural and symbolic importance. He breaks stereotypes by creating provocative and 
sparking controversy through his work. I admire how Ai Wei Wei stood to break 
stereotypes and to evoke controversy by creating artwork that would not typically be 
liked in his homeland, China, due to its strict conservative views. However, I think 
his work is a little too strong to the point where it leans to the side of complete 
disrespect to the Chinese culture. There’s an invisible line that distinguishes respect 
and disrespect and I believe his work pushes the boundaries to the point where it 
crosses the line.  


