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CHAPTER 4

Surface and Structure

A crucial step in every creative process is the choice of material. Material not only affects
the aesthetic and physical construction of an object, it also has the power to change the
symbolic meaning of a piece. Every creative field, from oil painting to interior decorating,
has its own specialized set of materials, and learning how to work with these materials
is a fundamental aspect of art and design education. This chapter offers the essential
vocabulary needed to call materials by their proper names, as well as adjectives to de-
scribe their physical nature, their surface texture, and their state of being, from shiny and

pristine to rusty and tarnished.
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Surface Texture

porous
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Glass

broken mirror

reinforced glass

stained glass rotten wood
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stched glass

hattered glass

stained glass

rotten wood

chipped paint corrugated cardboard
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lattice fence plywood

wicker basket woaod chips
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Metal

aluminum
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mangled chain-link fence
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asphalt bathroom tile with grout

cinder block

idized steel chain

steel screws marble column maosaic
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Bubble Wrap foam board

nylon twine polyethylene

rubber handle shrink wrap Styrofoam
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foam board

shrink wrap

Styrofoam

Organic
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twisted hemp rope

Material &

raw cotton

silk chiffon

wool yarn woven straw
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