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Union Square Analysis 

 During our last class, our assignment was to analyze the space of Union Square. Splitting 

the class into four different topics, we were asked to map the park, analyze the interactions that 

happened in the space, guess the age of the square with your surroundings, and the “mis-uses” of 

the park. I was assigned number two, the interactions that happen in the park. To me, Union 

Square is a mini city within a city; there are some nicer parts, some dangerous parts, some 

community parts, and more interactive parts. Every time I go to Union Square, I really never 

know what to expect based on this varying of spaces within the space.  

 I categorized the type of interactions in the park by what part of the park it was occurring 

in. As you first enter the park on 14th Street, you immediately are walking into an interactive 

zone next to the subway station. There are stands attempting to sell passers books and CD’s, 

people at tables pushing and challenging you to either a lesson or game of chess, and religious 

activists spreading the word of their religion through pamphlets and fliers. This is a part of the 

park that really pushes you to socialize with multiple kids of people. As you walk through the 

part, passing the statue, you get into a space were you can casually and intimately converse with 

whomever you are with, and if you don't want to interact, you won’t have to since it’s a less 

active area. To me, this part can be dangerous at times, with homeless people who sometimes 

make very strong and sometimes frightening interactions with citizens on the benches. As you 



walk through the park towards the opposite side on 15th Street, you can find a more community 

interactive space in the fresh produce market. You will find a different group that is this 

community that is definitely more diverse. People explore, ask questions, help one another, and 

small talk within the market. To me, this part of the park is like a different world compared to the 

corner of 14th Street. During the month of December, the whole park was transformed into a 

Christmas market, taking that small communal interactive space and amplifying it. During the 

cold, especially this past week, there have been less people there, creating less interaction. 

 In conclusion, Union Square’s diverse crowd stirs various styles and types of interactions, 

due to the various spaces within the square. The parks is divided amongst the different spaces 

and crowds that they draw. Seasons do change the interaction of the park, as it would to any 

park, but the interactive and social environment still seems to stay alive even in our currently 

harsh winter climate. Amongst all the parks, Union Square always seems to surprise me in its 

quirky and strange charm, which is all caused by the assortment of interactions between the 

different people in the park. 


