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Water Privatization 
  

 Although water privatization intentions are good, the results are not. Under-

privileged people have no one to speak up for them, because even their government 

officials have agreed to this privatization of their water. People are being left thirsty, 

jobless, ill, and in rage with these corporate companies like Suez and Veolia. Water 

privatization is trending a crisis for people in developing countries like that of Lagos, 

Nigeria whose people can’t afford to buy water from the water privatization companies 

stealing their public rights to free drinking water.  

 A large group of people, including numerous government officials, think water 

privatization is the answer to clean drinking water, however in many developing 

countries where water privatization takes place, the countries people are rarely given 

enough of the clean drinking water at a reasonable price and quantity.  For example, 

“About 80% of Lagos’s piped water supplies are thought to be stolen, only 5% of people 

receive it in their houses, taps are often dry, sanitation is non-existent across much of 

the metropolis and the hospitals are full of people suffering diarrheal and other water-

borne diseases” (Vidal). This is shocking; however, this is the reality of water 

privatization in developing countries.  

 The people of Lagos are beginning to not even be able to trust their own 

government.  This is unfortunate, because government is supposed to protect and 

provide public goods. However, the government of Lagos is denying their people the 

public good of water, one of the most vital nutrients for the human body to survive. 
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Water literally stands between the life and death of the Lagosian people.  The people of 

this city fear their lives are at risk for their lack of pure water intake says the President of 

the African Women Water and member of Hygiene and Sanitation Network, Agnes 

Sessi, “One of our rights as citizens is to live, to have good water to drink, good 

environment…If government has failed to provide water for us, they do not have the 

right to take away our efforts to provide for ourselves. Do they want us to die” 

(Mosbergen)?    

 The people of Lagos are tired of this hypocrisy of water privatization.  The people 

are standing as a united front and trying to take back what was rightfully theirs from the 

beginning: drinking water. Activist groups and the Lagosian people are taking matters 

into their own hands by finding ways to get free water themselves. This out lash by the 

people is not being accepted easily by the Lagosian government. The government is 

trying to pass a law to make it illegal for their people to have the right to provide drinking 

water for themselves other than using the privatized water.   

 Water privatization only benefits the privileged. The underdogs of these countries 

have no benefits of these corporate companies coming in and stealing their free access 

to clean water.  Unfortunately, this is now the reality of the world. This deception of 

water privatization changing the world’s water crisis needs to be stopped and what was 

once a public good must be restored as a public good: clean, quantified, and reasonably 

cost drinking water.  
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