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 Canal Street Subway Station Project Proposal 

 The unwelcome and unsafe environment in the NYC subway station has fed into a 

dangerous culture of anonymity. The negative vibes that come from the subway because of its 

dirty and unattractive appearance have caused its users to find ways to distract themselves when 

using the subway. This has created people riding the subway to be focused only on themselves, 

alienated from others, thus allowing for harassment to go unnoticed. Along with his, a negative 

environment and culture causes people to dislike the space as a whole. Therefore, they think only 

of themselves and their own needs to exit the subway system as quickly as possible. By thinking 

only of their own needs most people lack empathy for other riders or the subway and their 

comfort and needs.  

 By hacking the New York Subway system through Canal St. Station I hope that my 

project can change the environment in the station to create a more positive and connected 

environment. I hope to do this by adding some form of art to the space.  

Some of these ideas include: 

- changing exhibitions of artwork on the walls of the platform (submitted by local artists) 

- Music, comedy, podcasts, news etc. that could be played in the station and on the train 

(submitted by local artists) 

- Art installations, such as murals on the walls of the station and platform  
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- Hopefully be able to improve some basic elements of the space including: better lighting, 

making it cleaner etc.  

 By changing the overall environment of the subway this project will positively effect the 

experience of all subway users. I also hope that it will specifically help groups (such as women, 

LGBTQ+ people etc.) who face harassment on the subway by increasing positive connections 

between commuters, rather then only negative ones.  

As I continue to work on this project I am going to research and find information by: 

- Exploring the designs of other subway stations in other countries and cities 

- Researching how public art affects a space and the people who occupy it 

- Researching the types of colours and shapes that help produce positive spaces  

- Interior design and architecture that promotes community 

Some artists that I have researched that have inspired some of my project ideas include: 

1. A public art piece/interactive installation in a New York 

Subway Station by Matthew Charez: 

• Titled “Subway Therapy” the installation asked 

subway users to post sticky notes on the walls of the 

subway station with their thoughts, fears, emotions etc. 
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• Created a colourful and lively environment 

• Had people stop and interact with the piece; whether they wrote a note or simply read 

others on the wall 

• https://www.brooklynstreetart.com/2018/11/10/subway-therapy-installation-provides-

needed-service-to-new-yorkers-again/ 

2.  The group “Illegal Art” https://illegalart.org/  

• This is a group that creates public artworks that seek to inspire human connection and self 

reflection 

• One piece displayed in NYC featured a wall 

covered in post it notes spelling out to do. 

Similar to Matthew Charez’s piece it encouraged 

viewers to write on the sticky notes. In this case 

things to do, mantras etc. 

• Another one of their pieces title connect the dots 

displayed a wall covered with dots that contained different terms. People could interact 

with it by connecting the dots between things they 

thought relate to/or represent them. Starting with 

“me” some of the dots include: female, male, 

transgender, parent, New Yorker, African American, 

https://www.brooklynstreetart.com/2018/11/10/subway-therapy-installation-provides-needed-service-to-new-yorkers-again/
https://www.brooklynstreetart.com/2018/11/10/subway-therapy-installation-provides-needed-service-to-new-yorkers-again/
https://illegalart.org/
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Married, Single, Herbivore, Omnivore and so on 

3.  LightSpell, Toronto Subway Station Installation 

• This is a suspended light installation in the 

subway that allows people to spell out small 

messages that can be displayed. It’s 

controlled by keypads.  

• https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/

2018/07/05/weighing-just-what-the-public-can-be-allowed-to-write-on-pioneer-village-

stations-special-message-lightboard.html (this article outlines how interactive art pieces 

can also create problems, in this case the fear of it allowing hate speech) 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/07/05/weighing-just-what-the-public-can-be-allowed-to-write-on-pioneer-village-stations-special-message-lightboard.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/07/05/weighing-just-what-the-public-can-be-allowed-to-write-on-pioneer-village-stations-special-message-lightboard.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/07/05/weighing-just-what-the-public-can-be-allowed-to-write-on-pioneer-village-stations-special-message-lightboard.html

