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 I began my research by simply looking up the recent news in New York City to see if I 

could find any recent topics that peeked my interest. One article that I clicked was a CNN article 

titled; “Police in NYC are investigating the second set of swastikas found in the last three days”.  

The specific acts of hate discussed in this article were all at children’s playgrounds. After reading 

through it, I decided to do some more research on hate crimes in NYC to find out more 

information. I discovered that, in the last year, hate crimes in NYC have increased in number by 

80%. Many of the articles I read about hate crimes in NYC specifically discussed examples of 

anti-Semitic hate crime in New York city, either through graffiti of Nazi symbolism or physical 

and verbal abuse people have faced in the past year. This got me thinking about the reasons 

behind the recent spike in hate crime in New York City. More specifically, Anti-Semitic hate 

crime. 

  A couple years ago, large swastikas were spray painted by vandals on the side of my high 

school back in Toronto. At the time there was a lot of controversy in my school about how the 

situation was addressed and spoken about in the school by both faculty and students. I had been 

more recently reminded of that hate as just this month Anti-LGBTQ+ statements were spray 

painted at the entrance to my former high school, which is an art school. Although there has 
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always been Anti-Semetic, and also Anti-LGBTQ+ thought in Toronto and in NYC, what has 

recently caused people to feel that they can now speak (or write) openly about it.  

 After conducting some early research about the topic, I want to focus more research onto 

the what root causes lay behind hate-crime in New York City.  I am quite confident that further 

research will lead me to information about the political system in NYC and the United States. 

More specifically, the rise in hate crimes all over the United States after the election of Donald 

Trump. This leads to systems (specifically online systems ie. websites, blogs etc.) of white 

supremacists and the alt-right in the United States.  
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