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The definition of gender-based street harassment is.. 

unwanted comments, gestures, and actions forced on a 
stranger in a public space without their consent, and is 
directed at them because of their actual or perceived sex, 
gender, gender expression or sexual orientation.



cat·call
ˈkatˌkôl/
Verb
1. make a whistle, shout, or comment of a 

sexual nature to a woman passing by.
2. "they were fired for catcalling at women"



Research 



Literature Review

-  87% of American women between the ages of 18-64 had been harassed by a male stranger; and 
over one half of them experienced “extreme” harassment including being touched, grabbed, 
rubbed, brushed or followed by a strange man on the street or other public place. 
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/resources/statistics/statistics-academic-studies/

- In 2007, the Manhattan Borough President’s Office conducted an online questionnaire about sexual 
harassment on the NYC subway with 1,790 participants. 60% women. Of the respondents, 63%  
reported being sexually harassed.

- 96% of respondents indicated they responded to reports of street harassment by listening, while only 
20% referred the complainant to another colleague or agency, and as little as 5% called security or a city 
authority. https://www.ihollaback.org/fact-sheet-when-street-harassment-comes-indoors/

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/resources/statistics/statistics-academic-studies/
https://www.ihollaback.org/fact-sheet-when-street-harassment-comes-indoors/


Survey







Research Conclusion

1. Street harassment is a COMMON problem for 
women

2. There’s an opportunity for a permanent 
intervention 

3. According to our survey, people are hesitant to 
confront their cat-callers, but could that be the 
problem? Could confrontation be the solution?

“When a stranger said he wanted to kiss me, 
in a turn of events where I became the 
harasser, I chased him for a half a block 
asking why. Another time, a man literally ran 
away from me when, after he asked if I 
wanted to “see his d*ck,” I walked straight up 
to him and said yes.”



Strategy



Target Audience 

Women

Metropolitan/Urban Cities

Age will mostly vary from 18 - 40



Problem

The culture of hypermasculinity creates an environment that invites harassment 
towards women. 

Statistically, men do not understand, nor care about, the impact street 
harassment has on women’s psyche. 

There is an opportunity to help men sympathize and empathize with women.



Intervention Mission

1. Create a safe, effective method of confrontation to street 
harassers through the use of a written response. 

2. Educate street harassers about the impact their actions 
have on women

3. Lessen the amount of catcalling in a particular 
geographic area



Ideation



Trading Cards and Subway Posters
Medium: Print

Trading Card: 3.5” x 2” 

The victim would simply hand the card to the harasser after being harassed. 

- Catchy saying on front; statistics on the back. 

Posters: Posted in Subway

Benefits: 

1. Don’t have to gain the courage to speak to them, the card will speak for you
2. The card is a material object, handing a physical object with a message of confrontation to your 

harasser creates a more permanent, long lasting effect (whereas verbal confrontation is only 
temporary)











https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7DQPfxsoDicWlhpQnlCc0NhT1E/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B7DQPfxsoDicTnd1akxEQVN2Vms/preview

