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Thesis Statement

The purpose of this project is to break the stereotype that people have  
regarding the external and inner factors of Chinese people in Chinatown. 

The reason I chose multi pocket vest is because it is the most commonly seen 
outfit in Chinatown. 

A lot of people have the stereotypes such as they are noisy(speak loudly), not educated 
well and looks countrified in their style. However that is not always true and I thought the 

vest can be a good inspiration for my design and be turned into a stylish garment.



conceptual framework

Through this project, I want to use the vest as a motif, and combine in 
with some fashion items that people often wear. 

(E.g. vest, dress, jacket) 
Also, I want to use the misconception and prejudice that people, 

who are not Chinese or who don’t know their culture, have 
because of the cultural difference, as a part of my concept, 

and interpret in into a beautiful garment. 
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Chinese exclusion period

During the 1970s and 1980s, the eastern portion of Chinatown east of the Bowery was a very quiet 
section, and like in all of the rest of the Lower East Side, many people and especially many Chinese 

people were afraid to walk through or even reside on the streets east of the Bowery due to 
deteriorating building conditions and high crime rates such as gang activities, robberies, building 

burglaries, and rape as well as fear of racial tensions with other ethnic people that were still residing 
there. In addition, there were fewer businesses and there were significant amount of vacant 

properties not occupied. Chinese female garment workers were especially targets of robbery and 
rape a lot on their way home from work and often left work together as a group to protect each other 
as they were heading home. In May 1985, a gang-related shooting injured seven people, including a 
4-year-old boy, at 30 East Broadway in Chinatown. Two males, who were 15 and 16 years old and 

were members of a Chinese street gang, were arrested and convicted.



After immigration reform

The Fuzhou immigration pattern started out in the 1970s very similarly like the Cantonese 
immigration during the late 1800s to early 1900s that had established Manhattan's Chinatown on 

Mott Street, Pell Street, and Doyers Street. Starting out as mostly men arriving first and then later on 
bringing their families over. The beginning influx of Fuzhou immigrants arriving during the 1980s and 

1990s were entering into a Chinese community that was extremely Cantonese dominated. Due to 
the Fuzhou immigrants having no legal status and inability to speak Cantonese, many were denied 

jobs in Chinatown as a result causing many of them to resort to crimes to make a living that began to 
dominate the crimes going on in Chinatown. There was a lot of Cantonese resentment against 

Fuzhou immigrants arriving into Chinatown.!
!
!

The image that Chinese people in 1970’s left to people in New York still remains, and that is why 
some people think that they are still dangerous, and Chinatown is not a safe place to go.!



People in ancient China 
used to carry woven baskets to 

carry their stuff. 
Nowadays, they just wear a vest, 

and they can put most of the things they need.
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azussi pics

These multi-pocket vests 
have 13-15 pockets. 

You can easily find them 
in anywhere in chinatown,



• Chinese people who are wearing the vest.





No.2 popular item 
to Chinese people in Chinatown. 

It has basically the same function as the vest. 
It is very convenient to store things 

with multiple pockets.

• Waist bag



“Bellies aren’t impolite here in China,” 
!
In China (especially during the scalding 
hot summer months), it is perfectly 
acceptable for men to tie their shirts 
halfway up their chests and walk around 
public streets, trains, or restaurants with 
their entire tummies nakedly protruding.!
!
!

WHY?

+ In anticipation of the 2010 Beijing Olympics, Chinese officials tried to crack down on boy 
belly-showing (along with spitting and not lining up), but the fashion lives on, unabated.



From the past,  Chinese people believe that men who 
are burly and fat are wealthy. Their potbelly is a 
symbol of wealth and fortune, and power. Because it 

means that you eat well.!
For this reason, until now, it is not impolite nor 

shame to show a belly and walk in public, and you will 
see some people tie their shirts halfway up their 

chests and walk around public in China and Chinatown.!
This is a cultural difference and people should 

understand that they are not trying to act thoughtless 
or impolite on purpose.



• Cai Shen

Caishen (simplified Chinese: 财神; 
traditional Chinese: 財神; literally: 
"God of Wealth") is the Chinese god 
of prosperity worshipped in the 
Chinese folk religion and Taoism. 







@chinatown_streetstyle!
is an instagram account 
that posts!
street styles in 
Chinatown.!
At the beginning, people 
were making fun of it!
through the comments 
because it is unfamiliar 
to them,!
but a lot of people 
started to found this 
account inspiring, and now 
they have over 2k 
followers.!













Deconstruction and Observation of the vest





Three layers of fabric
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Even tiny piece of patterns were needed in order to make the vest



Popped up pockets



• Deconstructing pockets
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Four different patterns were needed just to 
make a closure



Inner Pocket



















• Making the First Prototype







First Prototype

Directly attached the patterns on top of the 
garment, in order to show how thoughtfully the 
vest is made







Details



sECOND Prototype







THIRD Prototype +Porbelly



Expressed the folded potbelly 
by draping and pleating the fabric





Double pockets on each side







Fourth Prototype









cuts







Pocket Patterns



Details



• side view



• Exaggerated Prototype

Long sleeves



• social media 

• Instagram 

• presentation / SOHO



• Red 

• Blue 

• Yellow



• Swatches










