
Bandaids

Paper cover

Sticky, woven fabric

Cotton 
absorbent 

pad Cotton is 
grown in 

texas

pesticides such 
as insecticides, 

fungicides, 
fertilizers are 

used on cotton.

Defoliation of 
cotton plant 

uses chemicals 

Harvesting of 
the cotton uses 
machines, the 
picker machine  
(wind) and the 
stripper system

Cotton is 
stored in 
“modules” 
until they are 
ready to be 
ginned.

The cotton is 
cleaned, stored, 

tagged at the gin.

Vacuum pipes 
can be used to 

separate the trash 
and the cotton. 

Revolving circular 
saws separate 

seeds from fiber.

Cleaned and 
deseeded cotton 

is banded 
together and 

wrapped in cotton 
or polypropylene.

Every bale of cotton must have a gin and 
warehouse ticket.

Each sample of bale 
must be sent to the 

USDA for evaluation 
for color, leaf 

content, strength, 
fineness, reflectance, 

fiber length.

Bales are kept in 
well conditioned 
warehouses until 
they are sent to 

a mill.

Malathion is the 
main pesticide to 
get rid of the Boll 

Weevil, which 
costs the cotton 
industry 23billion 

since 1890s.

Malathion 
is shipped 
from India

Paper from 
idaho

Ink: carbon black, 
pigment. sintered 
carbon, usually 
from coal or oil 
sources

Steel is 
made and 

transported 
from China

Steel is made 
from iron ore, 

which is mined 
in Brazil

Coal is 
mined in 
Wyoming

Polypropylene is 
made from liquid 
of gas propene, 

which is from 
gas oil. Petroleum is 

mined from 
Chicontepec 
Field, Mexico

Postage 
stamps 

Pvc, which is 
a plastic and 
vinyl 
combination.

Plastic is made 
from crude oil, 
cellulose, coal, 
natural gas.

Crude oil is 
mined in Saudi 
Arabia.

Mills in 
Pennsylvania 

manufacture cotton 
in bales into pads. 

Manual labor

The machines are 
shipped by boat to 
America to be sold.

The steel is shipped 
by truck to another 
factory in china to 
be assembled with 
other parts to make 
a machine.

Factories in china 
create the steel. 

Iron ores are mined 
in japan.

Iron ores are shipped 
to china to be melted.

It is shipped by 
boat.

It is shipped by 
trucks to another 
factory to cut and 
shape the steel.

The machine cuts down 
trees in idaho.

Trees are further cut 
and added with 

chemicals to create 
paper for bandaids. 

v

These papers are 
assembled in new 

jersey with the 
cotton pads and the 

sticky fabric.

Same history as 
making cotton.

In the mills, the 
cotton is stretched so 
it can be made into a 

fabric.
The large fabrics are shipped 

to a factory in 
Oregon to be cut into smaller 

pieces. 

These smaller pieces are 
shipped by trucks to new 

jersey.


