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 For this class we visited the UN and it was the first time I had ever gotten the chance to 
visit this building. During the first section of the presentation we learned about the city of 
Copenhagen and its success with incorporating sustainability into its city plan and lives of it’s 
residents. Now that I live in such a large city with a massive environmental footprint like NYC it 
is important to make sure that I put together positive efforts in preserving the land and keeping 
the earth healthy. Copenhagen is definitely a role model city for the direction New York City 
should head in an endeavor to keep the networks of the space as green as possible. One of the 
most important features of the city of Copenhagen and its 2025 Climate Plan we learned about is 
the vast grid of bike paths. The bike paths reduce the number of cars on the street which 
decongests traffic and also keeps the air and citizens of the city healthier. Another aspect of the 
2025 plan was the process of cleaning the harbor which augmented the success of waterfront 
businesses and the harbor is now even so clean that residents can go swimming. Heat regulation 
is another important feature incorporated into this plan. The city has successfully created a 
heating system in which 98% of households are currently hooked up to and a cooling system that 
is cooled by the harbor that saves up to 70% of energy consumption compared to traditional air 
conditioning systems. Not only have these endeavors decreased CO2 emissions, they have also 
made Copenhagen a much more habitable place for its locals. If the city of New York took note 
and implicated as extreme actions for it’s environmental plan as the city of Copenhagen we 
would not only be creating a better atmosphere for our city, but molding a better future for the 
rest of the world as well. 
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