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Sherlock
Sherlock sighs
 Okay, you’ve got questions.

John
 Yeah, where are we going? 

Sherlock
 Crime scene. Next? 

John 
 Who are you? What do you do? 

Sherlock
 What do you think? 

John
 I’d say private detective ... 

Sherlock 
 But?

John
 but the police don’t go to pri 
 vate detectives.

Sherlock
 I’m a consulting detective. Only  
 one in the world. I invented the  
 job. 

 



John 
 What does that mean? 

Sherlock 
 It means when the police are out  
 of their depth, which is always,  
 they consult me.
 

John
 The police don’t consult 
 amateurs. 
Sherlock throws him a look.
 

Sherlock
	 When	I	met	you	for	the	first	time		
 yesterday, I said, “Afghanistan  
 or Iraq?” You looked surprised.
 

John 
 Yes, how did you know?

Sherlock 
 I didn’t know, I saw. Your hair 
 cut, the way you hold yourself,  
 says military. But your conver 
 sation as you entered the room  
 ...



... said trained at Bart’s, so Army 
doctor – obvious. Your face is tanned 
but no tan above the wrists. You’ve 
been abroad, but not sunbathing. Your 
limp’s really bad when you walk but 
you don’t ask for a chair when you 
stand, like you’ve forgotten about 
it, so it’s at least partly psychoso-
matic. That says the original circum-
stances of the injury were traumatic. 
Wounded in action, then. Wounded in 
action, suntan – Afghanistan or Iraq.



K



KnowKnowKnow
talk

STANCE

SUN tan
SEE 

SEE SEE SEE 
SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE 

SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE 
SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE 
SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE 

SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE SEE 
SEE SEE SEE SEE 

SEE 

L
O
O
K

How did you know

You’ve been abroad, but not 
sunbathing.

Your face is tanned but no tan above 
the wrists.

so Army doctor – obvious.

... said trained at Bart’s



KnowKnowKnowARMY

That says the original circumstances 
of the injury were traumatic.

it’s at least partly psychosomatic. 

you don’t ask for a chair 
when you stand

Your limp’s really bad



YYYWounded in action, then. Wounded in 
action, suntan – Afghanistan or Iraq.



YYY
You said I had a therapist.

You’ve got a psychosomatic limp – of 
course you’ve got a therapist. Then 

there’s your brother.

John
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Sherlock
Your phone. It’s expensive, e-mail enabled, MP3 
player, but you’re looking for a flatshare – you 
wouldn’t waste money on this. It’s a gift, then. 
Scratches. Not one, many over time. It’s been in 
the same pocket as keys and coins. The man sit-
ting next to me wouldn’t treat his one luxury 
item like this, so it’s had a previous owner. 
Next bit’s easy. You know it already.

Sherlock
Harry Watson: clearly a family member who’s giv-
en you his old phone. Not your father, this is 
a young man’s gadget. Could be a cousin, but 
you’re a war hero who can’t find a place to live. 
Unlikely you’ve got an extended family, cer-
tainly not one you’re close to, so brother it 
is. Now, Clara. Who’s Clara? Three kisses says 
it’s a romantic attachment. The expense of the 
phone says wife, not girlfriend. She must have 
given it to him recently – this model’s only 
six months old. Marriage in trouble then – six 
months on he’s just given it away. If she’d left 
him, he would have kept it. People do – senti-
ment. But no, he wanted rid of it. He left her. 
He gave the phone to you: that says he wants you 
to stay in touch. You’re looking for cheap ac-
commodation, but you’re not going to your broth-
er for help: that says you’ve got problems with 
him. Maybe you liked his wife; maybe you don’t 

John
The engraving.



That was amazing











Sherlock
 You think so?



Yes



John


