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This volume of the journal “Burns” talks about the means behind committing suicide, specifically in the 

form of self-immolation. 

7. Shakya, Tsering. “Transforming the Language of Protest.” Cultural Anthropology, April 8, 2012. 

http://www.culanth.org/fieldsights/94-transforming-the-language-of-protest . Primary Source. 

This online article focuses on the symbolism of self-immolation. Self-immolation as a form of protest is 

made out to be an act performed under constraint, where the person performing the act feels that this 

is the only form of protest that will grab the attention of others. The article states that it is not 

necessarily a religious act by any means. 

 

Evaluation 

1.  I chose this source because it is from the point of view of a woman in Tibet stuck under Chinese law. 

I haven’t read the whole book yet, but from what I understand, she writes about the self-immolations 

in Tibet and those who choose to stand up against the government, like herself. I have similar sources 

to this one but they are more recent new articles.  

2. This source is one that provides facts but also provides a choice to donate or help “Free Tibet”. This 

indirectly relates to the self-immolations. If there are people helping the Tibetans than there is no 

reason for them to continue to burn themselves alive. This is the only source I have that can directly 

help the Tibetans. 

3. This online news article shows the relevance of my topic. There are boys today, as young as 18 years 

old, self-immolating to protest Chinese law. Other sources list the amount of people who have self-

immolated, along with some names. 

4. This radio source is a United States funded broadcast radio station. The relevancy of a man taken to 

a hospital while imprisonment shows that the use of torture, by the Chinese government, is present.  

5. This source is to help the reader understand the geography of Tibet and the early form of Chinese 

rule. This will help the reader better understand the dispute between China and Tibet, and ultimately 

help the reader understand why monks and nuns are self-immolating.  

http://www.culanth.org/fieldsights/94-transforming-the-language-of-protest


6. This journal is the scientific research behind suicide and self-immolation. It discusses the 

psychological issues and mental disorders that pair with suicide attempts. This can be a comparison to 

a meaning behind self-immolation as a form of protest. 

7. This online article is the comparison for the scientific proposals stating that suicide is linked to 

disorders. This article shows the meanings behind self-immolation and how they are perceived as a 

form of protest. 


