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Reflection 

 Going into this class I had only one notion of it, that it would be a class about the 

environment. I guess that is a good place to start, but it is safe to say that the class is much more 

than just that. In this class I learned about an endless love for our earth and community, as well 

as the idea of beauty in all different contexts. Sometimes we restrict using the word beautiful for 

things with a pretty surface, or pretty faces. But in reality, it is much more than that. With the 

first project about beauty, my group listened to a podcast about how beauty is perceived and how 

there are generalizations in beauty. We presented in class by making a powerpoint on different 

things that the podcast said were beautiful and asked the class questions about them as a social 

experiment. This was a cool and different experience as I had never done anything like it before. 

After that our class focused on using natural materials and making wool, another experience 

unlike anything I had done before. Although my group was not very happy with the color of our 

wool, and we deemed it as an ugly experience, looking back it was quite beautiful. It was a 

process new to me and the other girls I worked with, we came together and made something that 

was out of our comfort zones. The last project was most fun for me, as I have taken a very big 

care towards the effects of climate change since the beginning of the semester. I like working 

towards to audience of children so I thought it would be fun to make a children's book about  

Polar Bears and the unfair consequences they are facing with the backlash of climate change. 

The book was a great experience and I got good feedback on it, and has made me realize that this 

is a cause I would want to take further. 

















When Pepper leaves the den,
it will be time for her 

to get food.

But, there is a problem!





It has been getting very
hot in the Arctic. 

This causes the ice to melt, 
making it hard for Pepper

to find food.





In order to fix the problem,
we need to take better
care of our planet.  





Luckily, we can help Pepper
and our planet together!





Here are some ways 
that we can help

Pepper! 

1. Recycle
2. Buy less 

3. Take the bus 
4. Don’t waste water
5. Turn off the lights 

6. Drink from a reusable 
water bottle
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Design Brief 

 My final project focuses on bringing attention towards climate change. It is directed 

towards children, which is an age group that especially needs to be informed about climate 

change. This is a problem that will impact the lives of the generation in more ways that we 

realize. It is not fair that we are leaving this younger generation with a world that is going to 

have so many scares and unpredictable factors, so the least we can do as a community is to 

inform them.  

 My project is a children’s book about Polar Bears and how climate change is affecting 

their habitat. My book focuses on a fictional character I created named Pepper. She is a Polar 

Bear cub who is anxiously awaiting the time when she can leave her den and go get her own 

food. Yet, due to the effects of climate change, much of the ice around her is melting making it 

hard for her to get the nutrients she needs. My book then goes on to inform the children that there 

are ways we can help Pepper, which involve taking care of our planet. The book concludes with 

doable everyday ways that children can help our planet and Pepper so that she can also live a 

good and healthy life.  

 The element I worked with for this project is earth. It is important to take care of our 

earth not only so that we have a safe place to live, but for the animals too. Often times we solely 

focus on the people, but animals are just as important. The effects of climate change that are 



impacting the Polar Bears are very severe. They are often times acknowledged and then ignored 

because no humans live in the Arctic. What some people don’t realize is that the effects in the 

Arctic are going to affect the entire world eventually, rising sea levels and flooding many cities.  

 Many people like to deny that climate change is a problem, but when you see how the sea 

levels are rising it is evident that ice is melting in the Arctic, affecting not only Polar Bears but 

the other animals that live there as well. For the nonbelievers, all you have to do is good a picture 

of a Polar Bear in climate change and you will see enough starving animals for you to want to 

get up and do something. I hope that my book will eventually be able to get published and offer 

inspiration for children so that they can lead their generation with a more positive attitude 

towards climate change.  

 After watching the video in class last week, we were asked to evaluate things that we 

love which climate can’t change. Climate can’t change the love I have for my family, friends, art, 

and making a difference in this world. Although this topic can be very pessimistic, it needs to be 

treated with optimism and care. This is something that can really scare people off and make them 

think, “it’s too late, so why bother”, but that is the exact frame of mind that we have to stay away 

from. Climate can’t change our efforts to work towards a better world. 


