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ethnographic interview:

https://youtu.be/f9e2bqfeghm
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at anime convention
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Sticky Note

https://youtu.be/f9e2BqFEghM


TRIBE research:

study on decora fashon-style tribe
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Attachments: handmade plastic key chains,
pin back, buckle attachment, 

snap-on button attachment

Attachments: Felt decorative 
balls, rainbow reflective paper,
snap-on buttons, wooden heart
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Design	Statement	
	

In	this	project,	we	were	required	to	express	and	create	under	a	theme	of	a	tribe.	Group	of	two	
to	three	people	were	grouped	together	to	interpret	their	understandings	of	the	tribe’s	beliefs	
and	cultures.	My	group	worked	under	the	topic	of	decora	fashion.	Decora	is	a	style,	which	
originated	from	Japanese	Street	Fashion,	that	later	revealed	to	be	much	more.	Having	never	
heard	of	decora,	this	topic	seemed	appealing	due	its	abundant	use	and	focus	on	colors.	Coming	
from	someone	with	a	‘black	on	black’	aesthetic,	the	idea	of	color	felt	interesting	and	appealing.	
	
As	a	group,	we	designed	a	customizable	bag	with	different	panels.	We	wanted	to	incorporate	a	
personal	story	to	the	utility	of	the	bag	through	nostalgia,	while	keeping	it	modern	through	
technology.	Through	this	bag,	we	wanted	to	include	characters	to	make	the	bag	personal.		
	
However,	our	group	struggled	as	we	found	out	that	we	weren’t	creating	a	single	fashion	
product	as	a	group	during	the	5th	week	checkpoint.	Having	this	project	no	longer	be	a	combined	
group	project,	I	decided	to	complement	the	original	bag	idea	through	shoes.		
	
My	shoe	designs	were	heavily	inspired	by	pastel	colors,	the	bulk	of	shoes	worn	by	decora	
followers,	and	skate	sneakers.	I	have	noticed	that	there	is	no	limitation	when	it	comes	to	
accessorizing	in	decora	and	no	rule	when	it	comes	to	mix-matching	colors.	To	evoke	the	
personal	expressive	aspect	of	decora,	I	designed	color-blocked	shoes	that	have	customizable	
panels	with	LED	lighting.	The	customizable	panels	can	be	chosen	and	selected	through	an	app.	
The	panel	options	range	from	free-choice	text,	heart	patterns,	star	patterns,	striped	patterns,	
and	pre-selected	solid	color	options	to	free	the	user’s	choice	based	on	his	or	her	mood	of	the	
day.	Because	members	of	the	decora	members	often	gather	and	move	in	groups,	I	decided	to	
focus	on	sneakers	for	comfort-on-the-go.	I	incorporated	my	personal	aesthetic	into	the	project	
through	the	incorporation	of	metal	detailing:	O-ring	zipper,	zippers,	snap	buttons,	and	the	
comfort	of	skate	sneakers.	I	feel	that	skate	sneakers	is	a	good	choice	because	they	are	durable,	
protective,	and	contemporary	with	the	rise	of	street	culture	today.	
	
I	originally	enjoyed	this	project	due	to	the	idea	of	a	group	project	and	the	idea	of	our	selected	
tribe,	but	it	gradually	became	very	overwhelming	as	the	instructions	became	misunderstood.	I	
discovered	two	weeks	from	the	due	date	that	it	was	not	a	group	project,	but	an	individual	
project	that	was	going	to	be	presented	as	a	group.	However,	through	this	project,	I	did	learn	
that	I	I	enjoy	shoe	design.	Shoes	intrigue	me	because	it	can	completely	dress	up	or	dress	down	
an	outfit,	deeming	it	an	essential	element	when	presenting	the	vibe	or	style	of	the	outfit.	I	
would	like	to	further	my	knowledge	about	shoe	design	and	possibly	pursue	this.		




