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Left: Ryohei Kawanishi, Untitled II, Japan, 

2017, materials: NA, height x width x length: 

NA, New York City, Museum of Modern Art.  1

Right: Ramon Puig, Guayabera, Japan, 2016, 

materials: NA, height x width x length: NA, 

New York City, Museum of Modern Art.  2

 

The guayabera is a garment originated in the Cuban city of Sancti Spiritus during the 

early eighteenth century.  It is known for its lightweight linen fabric and four large pockets.  The 

shirt at the exhibition is made of white fabric and it’s  very thin you can see-through.  This 

typical style of a guayabera, exemplified by Ramon Puig, is now common and is considered 

ideal for many tropical climates.   Thus, it has been popularized among many Latin American 3

men.  The guayabera is known by various names including: a Yucatan shirt in Mexico, a 

chacabana in the Dominican Republic, and a bush jacket in Jamaica.   In 2010, the Cuban 4

government announced that the guayabera would be the country’s official formal dress code for 

state events, requiring diplomats and politician to wear.   This edict demonstrates a shift that 5

began when the Communist Party advocated the humble origins of the guayabera by wearing 

them to formal functions, after the Cuban Revolution, which continued from 1953 to 1959. 

Nowadays, large Cuban immigrant populations in Miami with the guayabera on can be easily 

seen.  Wearing the guayabera is their way of comforting themselves after being forced to leave 

1 Museum label for Ryohei Kawanishi, Untitled II, New York, Museum of Modern Art, 2011. 
2 Museum label for Ramon Puig, Guayabera, New York, Museum of Modern Art, 2016. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
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the country they love and to maintain a connection with the country.  Latin Americans believe 

it’s one of the defining elements of their identity.   In such a way, the guayabera is significant in 6

many Latin Americans’ lives.  A Japanese designer, Ryohei Kawanishi, was inspired and 

impressed by the significance of the guayabera, leading him to create a guayabera (Untitled II, 

2017) reflecting his own interpretation and beliefs.  He designed his guayabera in a contrasting 

style to the typical traditional style.  His new style of guayabera is in a larger scale and made of 

yellow tinted fabric.  The shirt is extremely long that it touches the floor and has black 

embroidery on the front side.  Through embroidered images of the Cuban Revolution and the 

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962), Kawanishi indicates the history of Cuba and its complicated 

relationship with the United States.  The design imitates the violence the United States inflicted 

on Japan during its occupation after World War II and the Vietnam War era.   Moreover, the 7

sleeves are wide and huge pockets are attached at the bottom the front of the shirt.  Lastly, its 

giant metal buttons are aligned vertically down the shirt.  In such a way, every element of the 

shirt- the large pockets, collars, buttons, and wide sleeves- accentuates its large scale and the 

significance of the guayabera.  This shows that the guayabera is not just a garment, but an iconic 

item of clothing to examine the relationship between fashion and society. 

 

6 Museum label for Ryohei Kawanishi, Untitled II, New York, Museum of Modern Art, 2017. 
7 Ibid. 

 


