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Art has the power to change the world.  Today, art is beyond just decoration; it has 

moved away from the decorative purpose to involve social engagement and political motives. 

One of the considerable challenges today is that we often feel untouched by the problems of 

others and by global issues.  We do not feel strongly enough that we are part of a global 

community.  Watching and hearing the news from the media oftentimes leaves us feeling 

overwhelmed and disconnected, not empowered and responsible to take action.  Our ignorance is 

the result of our strong misbelief that it wouldn’t affect our lives.  This is where art can make a 

positive difference.  

Art engages with a captivating work of art and connects us to our emotions, body, and 

mind.  Unlike the news, which consumes us with a load of information, art makes the world 

emotionally attached.  And this felt feeling may evoke thinking, engagement, and even action. 

Also, emotions linger when memories fade, thus art is more effective than words could ever be. 

Likewise, I wasn’t highly interested in social issues, until I saw artworks about Korean comfort 

women who were forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanese Army during World War 

II, which is a controversial issue that the Japanese and Korean governments are still debating 

over.  For a long time, the victims have spoken up against the Japanese government, asking for 

their apology and criticizing their irresponsible attitude.  I felt ashamed and guilty to be ignorant 

about the issue and was compelled to do something.  I thought it would be great if I could raise 

awareness through creatively depicting social issues in my art.  My strong advocacy to art’s 

ability to contribute to positive change led me to create artworks based on social issues, such as 

the Japanese government’s refusal to admit the crimes committed to Korean comfort women by 



the Imperial Japanese Army.  Since then, I keep my eyes open to social issues around the world 

in order to reflect those issues through art.  

Reflecting social issues through my art is a way to contribute to a community and my 

responsibility as a community member and an artist.  I am certain that my small movement has 

the chance to bring positive change to our world.  I must say that we, as artists and as human 

beings must maintain our awareness of social issues for a better world and vanquish the 

challenges the world is facing today.  I believe the footprint we have left can pave the way to the 

bright future.  

For my final project, I will create a narrative montage about Korean comfort women.  My 

project will depict the endless pain of the victims and criticize the Japanese government for not 

admitting guilt for wartime abuses.  The project will include a photo of butterflies as a symbol of 

hope and the victims' reincarnation to a better world.  It will also include photos of flowers, 

which represent the youth, to show that their youth has been taken away by the devastating 

situation.  Moreover, I will watercolor paint a girl expressing feelings of fear, hopeless, and pain. 

Furthermore, I will add photos of wolf which represents the cruelty of the Japanese government 

and the Imperial Japanese Army.  I will also add an actual photo of the victims taken at that time 

to show the reality; that it’s not false and it really happened.  For the background, I will use dark 

red to accentuate dark feelings to the viewers.  The final project will be done by watercolor 

painting and Photoshop.  Through my project, I want to show that the victims suffering even 

after their death because the Japanese government has refused to acknowledge the legal 

responsibility or the "comfort women" issue so far.  

 

 


