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Mehretu, Julie. 2016. Epigraph, Damascus. New York City: Whitney Museum of American Art. 

 

2a. The piece has 6 panels that create a whole. There is a white border that goes around the entire 

piece. It is monotone, made up of small, rapid strokes. The fourth panel is the densest panel. 

There is not a part of the piece that is completely white, as there is smudging all over. I assumed 

that the piece is not representative of anything physical. 

 

2b. The piece is paint on mylar. The paint make the marks more organic, giving the piece a 

naturalistic look. It is also bleak, which represents Damascus’s current state. 

 

3a. The black paint and the white mylar create a contrast that makes the marks and lines more 

apparent. Many of the other works in the exhibition are also monotone and have somber themes. 

They all reflect on the relationship of past and the present. 

 

3b. The piece was created in 2016 and represents Damascus, Syria. It is a reflection on the 

current state of Syria as it is being destroyed by the Civil War.  

 



4a.  

1) What was Damascus’s contribution to climate change?  

In her piece, Mehretu focuses on Damascus, the capital of Syria. She depicts the 

architecture of the city, showing both the past and present state. Going off of urbanization, I 

would like to know if Syria’s conflict (which from previous research, I have come to understand 

was intensified by drought) was from its own contribution or from other countries.  

2) How does overpopulation create conflict? 

The painting is overwhelming and is filled with lots of small strokes, which I felt 

represented the population of Damascus itself. From previous research, I read that the migration 

of people from the countryside to the city intensified the conflict. Understanding how 

overpopulation creates conflict would explain the socio economic impact of migration caused by 

climate change. 

3) What intervention could have conflict? 

One of the questions that the Whitney Museum interprets that Mehretu asks in her piece 

is “Could intervention have prevented this calamity?”. I ask what kind of intervention because 

usually people think of military intervention, but there can be other types of intervention. There 

could have been an environmental intervention by the world that prevented the drought. 

 

 


