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Define the problem 

 The purpose of this project was making a gift for our partner. For that we had to 

get to know them enough, so we could make them a gift that would have value for them.  

My parter was Sharon Zhou. Firstly, I had to deal with meeting my partner deeply 

enough so I could make a gift for her, being that gift something that would be useful for 

her, and would reflect her personality, feelings, thoughts, dreams and/or needs. Having 

that stated, I figured out I had to think of a lot of questions and conversation topics so I 

could talk to her and get to know her well enough. Some of these questions were, for 

example: “Who are you're idols and why?”, “What/who is you're main source of 

inspiration?”, “What is your biggest dream?”, “How was your life back in your 

hometown?”. They were all about her interests, her passions, her dreams, her 

aspirations, what she likes, her background story before becoming the person who she 

is now and etc. And I decided to ask these questions because I wanted to go as deep 

as I could and really get into her mind to know exactly what she would like as a gift. All 

this information were taken in consideration on the design process and on my choices 

made for what would be the final piece. 

Collect information 

  On one of our studio classes, we went to MoMA and got to go around the 

museum with our partners. It was an interesting experience, to go there with someone I 



didn’t know yet was amazing, even though I have been there, I never expected to go 

back there with the mission of getting to know someone better. As we talked and asked 

each other questions, I could get to know more of what were the pieces that called more 

of her attention and why, and it made a lot of sense seeing the pieces that she liked the 

most, it fitted perfectly with her life story and what she aspire to be as a creative thinker. 

She talked a lot about her favorite artists and one of them called my attention, Hua 

Chenyu (a Chinese rock singer), he’s someone that grew up in a complete isolated 

environment, as his parents got divorced and neither of them wanted to take care of 

him. A lot of his songs are about individual solitude and feeling lonely while having to 

face life’s struggles by himself, and she relates to that a lot. Sharon is a very sensitive 

person, she talks a lot of how hard was her background story back in China, how hard it 

was and how she didn’t feel like she belonged there, all of this sums up on here desire 

to create her own world, her own fantasy that she can space to. We can see a lot of 

these thoughts in some of her favorite artists, like Van Gogh and Gauguin, that seem to 

depict reality in a different, more fantastic way. The way she pretends to translate this 

idea into her own art is very interesting too. It caught my attention the way she told me 

how she pretends to do a movie where there’s a hero that does everything that’s best 

for the world and saves people in danger, like every hero but then she wants him to die 

at the end, as a tragic end to the story. It made me think that even though she wants 

this fantasy to be an escape from real world, she still carries with her a type of darkness 

feeling, as for sadness, melancholy, she still wants to show a little bit of the reality she 

faces on the real world. 



Brainstorm and analyze  

 The brainstorm methods I used were mainly different sketches of what I would 

make for my partner. Taken all I learned from her in consideration, I wanted to try to 

make an art piece that could be seen as a escape from the real world, just like one 

environments she wants to create through her own art. I focused more on the deep and 

emotional citations that came up as we talked. The idea of making an art piece rather 

than something more useful or design oriented came from the fact that I felt like it was 

the best way for me to express what I wanted as a gift for her. Our conversations were 

very emotional oriented, we talked about feelings, dreams, desires, deceptions, 

imagination… rather than our everyday life, so I thought it made sense making a art 

piece rather than a useful object. I wanted to create something that not only reflects 

these imaginary thoughts she has, but as a piece that she can look and always 

remember that there’s a whole entire path she’s going to face through life and there will 

always be a light in the end of the tunnel, no matter how hard it is to see that light now. 

Develop solutions/ build a test, a model 

  I did the first quick sketches and compositions with colored pencil and pens, 

because it was what I had at the moment at class, that way I could think about what 

would be the composition, the elements and the color scheme I wanted to work with. As 

I analyzed the sketches I made, I thought about doing a painting of a fantastical 



landscape, that decision came from wanting to experiment with acrylic paint and mainly 

from knowing that that would be the better media to use for doing what I want. The 

material choices were all made bases on what I wanted the final piece to look like and 

to feel like. I looked back into my references, the artists she likes and the pieces that 

she chose from MoMA, between them, Van Gogh and Monet for example. Having the 

references stated, and knowing what I wanted to convey through the painting, I now 

started doing color tests with acrylic paint and watercolors, changing the media made 

me want to do some changes in the composition to, the way I worked with the colors 

and how they looked together made me have a clearer view of what I wanted the final 

product to look like. 

Present your ideas to others for feedback  

 On my studio class, I was able to show my sketches and my tests for different 

colors, compositions and painting styles to other people and to my partner to get to 

know which one it’s better and which one most fits my ideas and intentions for the 

piece. Some of the sketches were too colorful and for my surprise the sketches that had 

more contrast had more positive feedback than the ones that had a more consistent 

color scheme. I was satisfied with the feedback given, because I think that the sketches 

with more contrast in it had more to deal with what I was trying to convey. 

Improve on your design  

 Based on the feedback I received from my other classmates, I was more certain 

of my choices as for what would be the painting as a whole. Some of the sketches I did 



weren’t conveying the idea of a light in the middle of darkness and the contrast that I 

wanted to depict, so the feedback I had was definitely very helpful so I could make 

better choices for the final version of the piece. Not only that, but I was able to check 

with my partner what she liked the most in terms of color scheme and compositions, to I 

could do my best on doing something that she would appreciate, as this is supposed to 

be a gift for her. In conclusion, after all the studies and sketches I was finally able to do 

the painting just as I wanted to, and for that I used fluid acrylic paint. For the 

presentation, I decided to put it in a “lightbox” type of frame, so it gives it a more 

intimate feeling, conveying an idea of it being Sharon’s own little portal to her fantasy 

world. 

Reflection  

 This whole project was a very different and exciting experience, not only because 

I got to create something new I wanted to try, but I also got to know someone that’s 

completely different than me, and have a even more distinct background and life story. 

The process was interesting because I’ve been doing it naturally for the past few years, 

as a creative thinker, with my own artistic projects, but I never really realized how it 

helps, to organize these thoughts into complimentary steps. It’s definitely a good way to 

make your ideas clearer and more well developed, and the form of mechanism and way 

of thinking really helps getting to a more successful final piece. Furthermore, the 

experience helped me practicing the sensibility act of turning the untouchable, as 

someone’s feelings and desires, into art. That for me, is one of the most crucial things I 

take in consideration as an artist. As it’s all about self-expression, and learning how to 



depict one’s sentiments in different ways and forms. So it meant a lot to me, being able 

to use creativeness as doing something so pure and genuine as a gift for someone who 

I didn’t even know after getting involved with this project. In conclusion, I feel like it was 

very helpful for me, as someone who’s using those steps frequently, to organize my 

thoughts and ideas into entries like that, and doing each step separately, going back 

when needed, but in a more organized way. I think that learning this on my first 

semester here will definitely be beneficial for the next few years of college.


