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 Site-Specific Art at The New School 

 Pascal’s Perfect Probability Pyramid & the People Paradox—The Predicament 

(PPPPPPP), is a mural made by Agnes Denes that consists on small cutout pieces of black vinyl 

shaped as a human’s body silhouette, each of them being unique, these pieces are arranged in a 

way that forms a curved pyramid shape, the point view from one of the corners of the shape 

conveys a three dimensional perspective to the piece. 

 The mural occupies a double-height wall at the The New School’s University Center 

Cafeteria, and the site-specificity of the work conveys an idea of community, as the cafeteria is 

usually a place that shelters social interactions and brings together people from, not only 

different departments and occupations at the univesity, but from distinct parts of the world and 

social backgrounds. The sense of community conveyed by the piece is able to blur the lines that 

makes these differences, differences, and brings the people inhabiting that place together as one. 

 It is also pertinent to consider this piece as a social commentary, by the way the “human 

pyramid” has been used in sociology to talk about, and categorize the way in which the relations 

of power works in a society. According to the artists own concept, “humanity as fragile yet 

monumental, with thousands of individuals collectively forming a majestic pyramid of 

humanity.” 



 Having a single person occupying the top of the pyramid can be refer to the idea that in 

order to an individual achieve success, they need support and help of numerous other people to 

get to that point, and this can be seen as an allusion to a university’s learning experience, and 

how the success of a single student is influenced by their peers, professors and other 

professionals who are part of that construction at the college experience. 

 The artist talks about how each separate figure that composes the piece is unique in their 

own way and are made to represent different people but when the mural is looked at as a whole 

these differences are barely noticeable. Commenting on the sense of individuality of each person 

but taking in consideration the idea of community that is established when all this individual 

uniqueness is brought together in a group. 

 Furthermore, the way the piece is experienced and looked at, personally I make a 

connection to the words: community, progress, journey, achievement, future, growth. Which 

takes me back to Russian Constructivism, and the idea of using art to imagine the future of a 

community, the anticipation of an uprising. For this reason, Agnes’s mural reminds me of the 

constructivist piece “Monument to the 3rd International” by Vladimir Tatlin, mainly because it 

not only has similar formal choices of using mathematical aesthetics and shapes, but because of 

the way it conceptualizes the growth of a community. 

 In conclusion, the site specificity of Agnes Denes work … is what makes it so successful, 

because it suggests the viewer to think of its formal and conceptual information regarding the 

space that the mural is installed. When the piece is installed in such place as a University 

Cafeteria, it takes the status of being a commentary tool to the site, which becomes not only part 

of the piece, but necessary for its meaning. 




